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Examples of AGCHO Maps
Below are sample maps prepared by the Afghan Geodesy and Cartography Head Office (AGCHO). Clockwise from 
top-left: Physical Map, Administrative Divisions, Soil Map, Mazar-e-Sharif City, Kabul City, and Land Cover Map. 
To enquire about the procurement of these and other AGCHO maps, contact Engineer Faiz Mohammad Askarzada, 
Chief of Customer Service, Metadata Department, on 0700 258 608 (recommended) or faizm_2006@yahoo.com.
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Afghan Geodesy and Cartography Head Office (AGCHO)

The Afghan Geodesy and Cartography Head Office 
(AGCHO - http://www.agcho.org/) is the government 
agency (reporting directly to the president) responsible 
for all mapping and related activities in Afghanistan. 
The focus of their work is the production, publication 
and distribution of maps (physical, topographical, 
political, thematic, cadastral, natural resources, 
geodetic, etc.) and the production of the national 
atlas. There are currently 16 regional offices with the 
head office in Pashtunistan Watt, Kabul (some details 
about AGCHO were published in Afghanistan Research 
Newsletter 13 [April 2007], p. 5-6.). 

Not all Afghans are aware of the work of this office and 
most internationals are more familiar with the mapping 
products of the Afghanistan Information Management 
Services (AIMS, http://www.aims.org.af/), which is 
no longer a UN-sponsored agency. Because the newly-
released eighth edition (2010) of AREU’s A to Z Guide 
to Afghanistan Assistance prints for the first time maps 
from AGCHO, we want to provide some background 
and more details about AGCHO, in particular about the 
map products that NGOs and similar organisations are 
able to request from them. 

The following up-to-date AGCHO maps have been 
printed In the 2010 A to Z Guide:

• Administrative divisions of Afghanistan 

• Physical map of Afghanistan 

• Land cover map of Afghanistan

• Population distribution map of Afghanistan

The Afghanistan Research Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit 
(AREU). The purpose of the Newsletter is to alert readers to new research being undertaken on Afghanistan and 
to help disseminate research findings and analysis. Some of the resources cited are available on the internet; 
most books and other publication are available at the AREU library, located in the AREU office (corner of Flower 
Street and Street 2) and open to researchers Sunday to Thursday, 9am-12:00pm and 1pm-4pm. The Newsletter 
is compiled by Royce Wiles. If you have ideas for books or other publications or resources that should be 
included in the Newsletter, please send an email to newsletter@areu.org.af.

AREU is an independent research organisation based in Kabul. AREU’s mission is to conduct high-quality research 
that informs and influences policy and practice. AREU also actively promotes a culture of research and learning 
by strengthening analytical capacity in Afghanistan and facilitating reflection and debate. Fundamental to 
AREU’s vision is that its work should improve Afghan lives. AREU was established in 2002 by the assistance 
community working in Afghanistan and has a board of directors with representation from donors, the United 
Nations and other multilateral agencies, and non-governmental organisations. AREU currently receives core 
funds from the governments of Finland, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. Specific projects 
have been funded by the Foundation of the Open Society Institute Afghanistan (FOSIA), the Asia Foundation 
(TAF), the European Commission (EC), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and the World 
Bank. All AREU publications are available at www.areu.org.af.

© 2010 Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit. Some rights reserved. Contact: newsletter@areu.org.af

• Mineral map of Afghanistan

• Soil map of Afghanistan 

• Kabul city

• Herat city

• Jalalabad city

• Kandahar city

• Mazar-i-Sharif city
History

AGCHO was established as an independent office in 
1958 (although with a different name); before then 
agricultural land had been measured with a length 
of chain to find the land area and all topographic 
work had been done by military officers using very 
simple systems. With the establishment of AGCHO, 
the topography of small areas began to be mapped on 
1:5,000 and 1:10,000 scales. 

The first major initiative of AGCHO was national 
mapping work from 1960 to 1965 during the Cold War. 
Following a proposal of the minister at that time, 
cabinet discussed preparing topographic maps of 
Afghanistan and determined that the surveying and 
mapping of Afghanistan would be contracted to two 
companies: 

• The northern part of the country would be covered 
by Tekhnoexport of the former Soviet Union. From 
1960 to 1965 they prepared and compiled maps 
of 1:100,000 scale and from these they compiled 
maps on 1:50,000 and 1:250,000 scales. 

http://www.agcho.org/
http://www.aims.org.af/
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• The southern part of the country was contracted to 
the Fairchild company of the United States. From 
1960 to 1965 they prepared and compiled maps on 
1:50,000 scale and from these they compiled maps 
at 1:100,000 and 1:250,000 scales.

The Afghan Cadastral Survey started in 1966, affiliated 
with the Ministry of Finance, to do emergency 
and basic surveys; the initial aim was to survey 
Afghanistan’s agricultural land for tax and budgetary 
purposes. In 1973, the Cadastral Survey section 
joined with the Cartography section to become the 
Cartography and Cadastral Organisation. The main 
purpose was the sharing and collaborative use of 
the information between these two organisations to 
prevent duplication of work in the production of maps. 
The photogrammetry and printing section work had 
begun on 1966, but geodetic, photogrammetric and 
cartographic work in line with international standards 
only started in 1973.

In 1979, the name of Cartography and Cadastral 
Organisation changed to the Geodesy and Cartography 
Head Office. At this time the geodesy department 
was separated into three sections: geodetic affairs, 
photogrammetry, and cartography and printing. 

From the establishment of AGCHO until now, the 
preparation and printing of national maps has been 
completed once in total, with aerial photography 
covering 55% of the country, geodetic affairs (leveling, 
triangulation and astronomy) of 30% of the country and 
cadastral surveying of 30% of the country (up to 1978).

In 1988, the remote sensing technology section was 
set up with three departments: natural resources, 
thematic maps and satellite imagery. The Soviet 
Union provided colour and black and white imagery 
(1:500,000 scale) in 1990 for the Remote Sensing 
Institute within AGCHO and staff went to Tajikistan 
for training. In 1989, according to a request from the 
Ministry of Agriculture to the UN’s Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and with the collaboration of the 
Remote Sensing Institute, land cover maps (1:250,000) 
for Afghanistan were compiled and 1:250,000 and 
1:100,000 colour photos were presented to AGCHO.

Law and regulations of mapping in Afghanistan

The law setting up AGCHO was printed in Official 
Gazette no. 525 (Dalwa 1361 = February 1983) and 
reconfirmed in 1385 (Aqrab 30, by Decree no. 28 of the 
Council of Ministers). According to this law, AGCHO is the 
central office to carry out and compile national maps 
for all purposes; other departments and government 
sections need to get their maps from AGCHO or 
request AGCHO to prepare them. In Afghanistan, maps 
are seen as directly relevant to national security, 
and other offices do not have permission to compile 

maps; however some changes are being planned in 
this area. Since 2001, the Afghan economic system has 
been changing with privatisation of many activities; 
mapping has also changed, and there are some small 
companies, organisations and other offices working in 
the field of mapping. For the collection of geographic 
data and the sharing of that information, Afghanistan 
will establish an organisation to be the responsible for 
Afghanistan Spatial Data Infrastructure (ANDI). AGCHO 
is continuing to seek funds from donors to upgrade and 
improve its work.

Maps available for purchase from AGCHO

On the opposite page is a recent summary of the 
maps available from the AGCHO central office near 
Pashtunistan Square (across the road from the Ministry 
of Finance and to one side of the Ministry of Mines). 
Maps of general interest can be purchased easily. 
However, detailed maps may require permission from 
a minister or government department.

To contact AGCHO about maps: 

Engineer Faiz Mohammad Askarzada 
Chief of Customer Service
Metadata Department
0700 258 608 (recommended)
faizm_2006@yahoo.com 

USGS: A major supplementary resource for 
up-to-date maps of Afghanistan

The United States Geological Survey (USGS) has been 
working anew in Afghanistan since 2004 and has 
produced many useful new maps of Afghanistan, these 
are all available for download free: 

http://afghanistan.cr.usgs.gov/downloads.php. 

Downloads available include the following (very large 
files):
• Landsat images (18 titles)

• Elevation (six titles)

• Geology (six titles for download, including the 
German geology map of Afghanistan [1:500,000] 
and Russian geology maps of Afghanistan 
[1:1,000,000, 1:500,000])

• Topography (five titles), including a Russian 
topographic map series (1:200,000 with Soviet 
legend also available), and most importantly, the 
new USGS 1:250,000 quadrangle map series for all 
of Afghanistan 

• Airborne geophysical and remote sensing survey (3 
titles)

http://afghanistan.cr.usgs.gov/downloads.php
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* Indicates a Dari and Pashto version is or will be available.

April 2010, “Afghanistan Livelihood Trajectories: 
Evidence from Kandahar,” by Adam Pain.* This report 
explores the livelihood pathways of 16 households in 
two villages outside Kandahar City from 2002-3 to 
2008-9. It is part of a larger study looking at livelihood 
change in four provinces in Afghanistan, which returns 
to households from an earlier study in 2002-03.

April 2010, The State of Transitional Justice in 
Afghanistan: Actors, Approaches and challenges, by 
Emily Winterbotham.* This discussion paper provides 
an overview of the current state of transitional justice 
in Afghanistan. It is not intended to be exhaustive 
but attempts to establish a picture of transitional 
justice activities in Afghanistan today, raising the key 
challenges and debates involved. The paper is the 
first in a series from AREU’s research project titled 
“Legacies of Conflict: Justice, Reconciliation and 

Ways Forward.” Fieldwork, which began in late 2009, 
is taking place in four provinces (Kabul, Bamiyan, 
Badakhshan and Ghazni) until the end of 2011.

March 2010, “Afghanistan Livelihood Trajectories: 
Evidence from Badakhshan,” by Adam Pain. 
This report explores the livelihood pathways of 24 
households in three villages in Badakhshan from 
2002-3 to 2008-9. It is part of a larger study looking 
at livelihood change in four provinces in Afghanistan, 
which returns to households from an earlier study in 
2002-03. 
March 2010, The A-Z Guide to Afghanistan Assistance 
2010 (Eighth Edition).* The 2010 edition of AREU’s 
iconic “A to Z Guide” is now available. Aiming to 
enhance general understanding of the array of actors, 
structures and government processes related to aid 
and reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan, the eighth 
edition of the A to Z guide provides: 

List of Map Products Available from AGCHO

Map title Scale

Price in Afs per 
sheet, volume     

or set 
(colour print)

Price in Afs 
per sheet 
or volume
(black and 

white)
Afghanistan (topographical map) 1:50,000 150 75 1,642 sheets
Afghanistan (topographical map) 1:100,000 150 75 443 sheets
Afghanistan (topographical map) 1:250,000 150 75 92 sheets
Afghanistan (topographical map) 1:500,000 250 - 19 sheets
Kabul city (topographical map) 1:25,000 150 - 9 sheets
Kabul city (topographical map) 1:10,000 150 - 27 sheets
Afghanistan national atlas (Dari) - 300 - 1 volume
Afghanistan national atlas (English) - 500 - 1 volume
Afghanistan political map 1:1,000,000 1,000 - 1 sheet*
Afghanistan political map (in four parts) 1:1,000,000 200 - 1 sheet
Afghanistan provincial maps for 34 
provinces 1:250,000 15,480* - -*

Afghanistan provincial maps for 34 
provinces various 1,000 each -

Printed with 
neighbouring 
provinces*

World map (in Dari) 1:5,000,000 30 - 1 sheet
Afghanistan distances map (kilometres) 1:1,000,000 1000 - 1 sheet*
Afghanistan shape files 7,500 each for 

government 
departments 

(12,500 for others)
Afghanistan tourist map - 1,000 - 1 sheet*
Kabul 22 districts map - 1,000* - -*
World map: western hemisphere - 5 - -
World map: eastern hemisphere - 5 - -

* Maps supplied are printed in-house on a map plotter rather than by the usual off-set process.

NEW PUBLICATIONS FROM AREU
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• An updated, wide-
ranging glossary of 
assistance terms

• An overview of 
Afghanistan’s system 
of government

• A detailed explanation 
of Afghanistan’s 
electoral system as 
well as a review and 
analysis of the 2009-10 
election cycle 

• An expanded series of country and city maps, 
provided for the first time by the Afghan Geodesy 
and Cartography Head Office

• Key primary documents

NEW RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

• An extensive contacts directory that includes 
government agencies, NGOs, and international 
actors 

Hardcopies of the English edition of the 2010 A to Z 
Guide to Afghanistan Assistance are available for 
purchase (750 Afs/US$15) at the AREU office on Flower 
Street in Kabul. Soft copies of the English and Dari can 
be downloaded for free from www.areu.org.af, with 
Pashto soon to follow. Printed Dari and Pashto editions 
will be available free of charge at a later date.

February 2010, Between Patronage and Rebellion: 
Student Politics in Afghanistan, by Antonio 
Giustozzi.* The purpose of this study is multiple: to fill 
a gap in the horizon of knowledge of student politics in 
Afghanistan, to investigate the significance of changes 
in the student politics of today compared to several 
decades ago, and finally to detect trends that might 
give us a hint of the Afghan politics of tomorrow. 

Cross-cutting

“Afghan Country Stability 
Picture.” Edition 20 
(December 2009). 1 
DVD. This is the latest 
version of the ISAF-
sponsored database of 
assistance projects, 
presented through maps 
and spreadsheets, which 
allows an investigation of 
assistance by major donor 
programmes (PRTs, MRRD, 
USAID, etc.) by area. 

“A Better Management Information System Is Needed 
to Promote Information Sharing, Effective Planning, 
and Coordination of Afghanistan Reconstruction 
Activities.” Arlington, Va.: Special Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruction, 30 July, 2009. 
iv, 16 p. http://www.sigar.mil/reports/pdf/audits/
Audit-09-3.pdf (1.31 MB). “This report examines 
the use of management information systems by key 
US agencies and commands to track and report on 
reconstruction activities in Afghanistan and the extent 
to which these systems are integrated.” (P. 1)

“Essay Collection.” Kabul: National Centre for 
Policy Research, Kabul University, 2010. 37, 27 
p. Contents: “Mitigating War Effects and Promoting 
Peace-building through an Effective Education System 
in Afghanistan,” by Alef Shah Zadran; ”Economic 

and Social Impacts of Privatization,” by Abdul Malek 
Halimi; “Studying Peace,” by Nicole Birtsch; “The 
Current Global Financial Crisis and its Impact on 
the Economics of Afghanistan [in Dari],” by Noor 
Ebad; “Comprehensive Approaches for Security and 
Sustainable Peace in Afghanistan [in Pashtu],” by B. 
Hakimi; “Afghanistan in the Light of Market Economy 
Systems [in Dari],” by Noor Ebad.

“Humanitarian Who-What-Where Afghanistan.” 
Kabul: United Nations Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), 2010. 13 p. (9 
col. maps) http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/
db900SID/LPAA-84NAT8?OpenDocument (3 MB). 
This is a preliminary mapping (to 31 January 2010) of 
assistance activities in Afghanistan (divided into Water/
Sanitation/Health, Food Security and Agriculture, 
Education, Nutrition, Capacity Building, etc.).

Report on the Situation of Economic and Social Rights 
in Afghanistan IV.” Afghan Independent Human 
Rights Commission (AIHRC). Kabul: AIHRC, Qaws 
1388 (Nov/Dec. 2009). 94 p. http://www.aihrc.org.
af/English/Eng_pages/Reports_eng/Economic_S/4/
Economic%20&%20Social_Rights%20Report_
English4.pdf (3 MB). This regular survey interviewed 
12,074 people in 30 provinces to gather information 
about issues important to Afghans: the condition of 
returned refugees, the labour market, issues around 
marriage and the family, living standards, education 
and health care. The figures produced by this survey 
can be usefully set beside those of other recent public 
opinion polls and surveys (eg., the National Risk and 
Vulnerability Assessment 2007/08).

http://www.areu.org.af
http://www.sigar.mil/reports/pdf/audits/Audit-09-3.pdf
http://www.sigar.mil/reports/pdf/audits/Audit-09-3.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/LPAA-84NAT8?OpenDocument
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/LPAA-84NAT8?OpenDocument
http://www.aihrc.org.af/English/Eng_pages/Reports_eng/Economic_S/4/Economic & Social_Rights Report_English4.pdf
http://www.aihrc.org.af/English/Eng_pages/Reports_eng/Economic_S/4/Economic & Social_Rights Report_English4.pdf
http://www.aihrc.org.af/English/Eng_pages/Reports_eng/Economic_S/4/Economic & Social_Rights Report_English4.pdf
http://www.aihrc.org.af/English/Eng_pages/Reports_eng/Economic_S/4/Economic & Social_Rights Report_English4.pdf
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Estimated population figures for 2010/2011 have been released by the Central Statistics 
Organization (CSO). The report gives a break down for each province (by district) of population 
(including male and female populations in urban and rural areas). A copy of this document is 
in the AREU library. There is no softcopy available.

Settled population by civil division (urban and rural) and gender in 2010-2011,    figures 
in thousands

Total Rural Urban
Province Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total

National 11960.9 12524.7 24485.6 9200.5 9594.8 18795.3 2760.4 2929.9 5690.3

Badakhshan 429.1 445.7 874.8 412.8 428.6 841.4 16.3 17.1 33.4

Badghis 223.1 233.3 456.4 216.7 226.5 443.2 6.4 6.8 13.2

Baghlan 406.2 427.1 833.3 325.3 343.2 668.5 80.9 83.9 164.8

Balkh 583.2 610.8 1194.0 376.5 392.6 769.1 206.7 218.2 424.9

Bamyan 203 208.7 411.7 197.2 202.9 400.1 5.8 5.8 11.6

Daykundi 206.3 217.8 424.1 204.7 216.1 420.8 1.6 1.7 3.3

Farah 227.1 239.2 466.3 211 221.9 432.9 16.1 17.3 33.4

Faryab 448.4 467.4 915.8 394.8 411.9 806.7 53.6 55.5 109.1

Ghazni 552.6 577.5 1130.1 526.3 550.0 1076.3 26.3 27.5 53.8

Ghor 311.0 324.7 635.7 307.9 321.5 629.4 3.1 3.2 6.3

Helmand 413.7 436.5 850.2 390.3 410.8 801.1 23.4 25.7 49.1

Herat 843.8 866.3 1710.1 611.9 626.7 1238.6 231.9 239.6 471.5

Jawzjan 242.7 251.5 494.2 191.7 198.8 390.5 51.0 52.7 103.7

Kabul 1784.7 1906.7 3691.4 303.0 317.0 620.0 1481.7 1589.7 3071.4

Kandahar 537.5 565.9 1103.4 355.9 373.3 729.2 181.6 192.6 374.2

Kapisa 201.2 205.0 406.2 200.6 204.2 404.8 0.6 0.8 1.4

Khost 258.1 270.8 528.9 253.0 265.4 518.4 5.1 5.4 10.5

Kunarha 202.5 212.2 414.7 196.5 205.8 402.3 6.0 6.4 12.4

Kunduz 450.8 467.1 917.9 341.7 351.8 693.5 109.1 115.3 224.4

Laghman 200.1 210.2 410.3 197.9 207.8 405.7 2.2 2.4 4.6

Logar 177.3 183.6 360.9 172.9 179.1 352.0 4.4 4.5 8.9

Nangarhar 675.6 708.3 1383.9 579.2 606.0 1185.2 96.4 102.3 198.7

Nimroz 73.8 77.3 151.1 62.2 65.2 127.4 11.6 12.1 23.7

Nooristan 66.8 69.5 136.3 66.8 69.5 136.3 - - -

Paktika 195.0 205.5 400.5 193.8 204.1 397.9 1.2 1.4 2.6

Paktya 248.2 259.6 507.8 237.4 248.3 485.7 10.8 11.3 22.1

Panjsher 69.1 72.3 141.4 69.1 72.3 141.4 - - -

Parwan 301.6 308.7 610.3 275.4 281.9 557.3 26.2 26.8 53.0

Samangan 173.9 182.4 356.3 160.7 169.2 329.9 13.2 13.2 26.4

Sare-Pul 250.9 263.2 514.1 232.0 243.1 475.1 18.9 20.1 39.0

Takhar 441.9 460.0 901.9 384.8 401.1 785.9 57.1 58.9 116.0

Uruzgan 156.5 166.1 322.6 152.0 161.4 313.4 4.5 4.7 9.2

Wardak 268.9 280.3 549.2 267.5 278.9 546.4 1.4 1.4 2.8

Zabul 136.3 143.5 279.8 131.0 137.9 268.9 5.3 5.6 10.9

Source: Estimated Population of Afghanistan 2010/11 (Kabul: Central Statistics Organization, 2010. P. 2-3).

Official Population Figures
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Afghanistan: The London Conference
Before the Conference the following statements were 
released:

• “Grounding International Engagement in Afghan 
Realities: A Statement by AREU on the Occasion of 
the London and Kabul Conferences on Afghanistan.” 
Kabul: Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit 
(AREU), 2010. 2 p. http://www.areu.org.af/index.
php?option=com_docman&Itemid=26&task=doc_
download&gid=742 (PDF 60 KB).

• “Quick Impact, Quick Collapse: The Dangers of 
Militarized Aid in Afghanistan.” ActionAid … [et. 
al]” 6 p. http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.
oxfam.org/files/quick-impact-quick-collapse-
jan-2010.pdf (150 KB). 

After the conference, the conference communiqué 
(10 pages) was released on the conference website 
(in English, Dari, Pashtu and Arabic) along with 
transcripts, video content and some translations: 
http://afghanistan.hmg.gov.uk/en/conference. 

The summary of the proceedings from the Afghan 
government is available in English, Dari and Pashtu:

• “Afghanistan: the London Conference, 28 January 
2010: Communiqué, Presentation of the Afghan 
Delegation to the Conference, Conference 
Outcomes, Contributions and Participants.” 
Kabul: Government 
of Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan, 
Afghanistan National 
Development Strategy 
(ANDS), Directorate, 
Ministry of Finance, 
2010. vii, 82 p. 
http://www.scribd.
com/doc/27707151/
A f g h a n i s t a n -
London-Conference-
Document-28-Jan-2010 
PDF (0.98 KB).

Agriculture
“Agricultural Credit Assessment in Afghanistan”. 
Mohammad H. Emadi, Marshuk Ali Shah, Seyed 
Mohammad Mossavi, Shohre Soltani. Kabul: Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL), July 2009. 59 p. 
Also published in Dari: ارزیابی سیستم قرضه های 
افغانستان  This report summarizes the“ . زراعتی در 
current situation of the agricultural credit system in 

Afghanistan based on findings of a literature review and 
recent assessment of the current status of the formal 
and informal system of 
financial products and 
services available in 
rural Afghanistan. The 
need for comprehensive 
reforms in the system to 
make it an effective tool 
to achieve higher growth 
and productivity in the 
agriculture sector to 
meet the national targets 
of food security and 
reduction of pervasive 
poverty is imperative.” 
(P. 5). 

Adlparvar, Naysan … [et al.]. “Agricultural Extension 
in Afghanistan: Review and Recommendations.” 
Kabul: Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Irrigation and Livestock (MAIL), October 
2009. 59 p. Also published in Dari: بررسی وضعیت 
 This“ . ترویج زراعت در افغانستان و استراتیژی آینده
report reviews historical 
and current systems of 
agricultural extension in 
Afghanistan, in addition 
to the current status of 
farmers in the country, 
before presenting 
recommendations for 
a national agricultural 
extension system.” (P. 
8). The report “aims 
to provide an initial 
base of evidence upon 
which to develop an 
appropriate approach to 
agricultural extension in 
Afghanistan.” (P. 21).

Development and Strengthening of Agriculture 
Sector & its Impact on the Economy of Afghanistan. 
Kabul: National Centre for Policy Research, Kabul 
University, 2010. 90, 6 p. Mostly in Dari, this paper 
has a summary, conclusions and recommendations 
section in English (6 pages). The recommendations 
include the introduction of new technologies, the 
establishment of agriculture infrastructure, including 
scientific research and extension institutions, as well 
as upgrading financial systems to support agriculture. 

Children
Motley, Kimberley Cy. “An Assessment of Juvenile 
Justice in Afghanistan.” Taimini, Kabul: Terre des 
Hommes, 2010. 85 p. http://www.crin.org/docs/

  

 

 



COMMUNIQUÉ  

*** 

PRESENTATION OF THE  

AFGHAN DELEGATION TO THE  

CONFERENCE 

*** 

CONFERENCE OUTCOMES,  

CONTRIBUTIONS AND PARTICIPANTS 

http://www.areu.org.af/index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=26&task=doc_download&gid=742
http://www.areu.org.af/index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=26&task=doc_download&gid=742
http://www.areu.org.af/index.php?option=com_docman&Itemid=26&task=doc_download&gid=742
http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/quick-impact-quick-collapse-jan-2010.pdf
http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/quick-impact-quick-collapse-jan-2010.pdf
http://www.oxfam.org/sites/www.oxfam.org/files/quick-impact-quick-collapse-jan-2010.pdf
http://afghanistan.hmg.gov.uk/en/conference
http://www.scribd.com/doc/27707151/Afghanistan-London-Conference-Document-28-Jan-2010
http://www.scribd.com/doc/27707151/Afghanistan-London-Conference-Document-28-Jan-2010
http://www.scribd.com/doc/27707151/Afghanistan-London-Conference-Document-28-Jan-2010
http://www.scribd.com/doc/27707151/Afghanistan-London-Conference-Document-28-Jan-2010
http://www.scribd.com/doc/27707151/Afghanistan-London-Conference-Document-28-Jan-2010
http://www.crin.org/docs/Tdh_Juvenile_justice_web.pdf
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Tdh_Juvenile_justice_web.pdf  (4.0 MB). “As of 
December 2009 there were 600 children in conflict 
with the law in Afghanistan, representing 80 girls and 
520 boys. This number represents nearly a 30% increase 
from the 455 juveniles who were reported as being 
detained in January 2008. This assessment represents 
qualitative research created, gathered, and analyzed 
from September 2009 through December 2009. In 
particular, the information included in this research 
is a result of information received from personal 
interviews conducted by the author with the use of 
translators of three hundred and forty-eight persons 
working or detained within the juvenile justice system 
from twenty-eight provinces.” (P. 11).

Commerce
Doing Business in Afghanistan: 2010. Washington, DC: 
World Bank, 2009. 72 p. http://www.doingbusiness.
org/Documents/CountryProfiles/AFG.pdf (796 KB). 
ISBN 97808213796155. This World Bank document 
is the seventh in a series of annual reports which 
compares a set of ten regulations in 183 economies. 
Afghanistan is ranked 23rd in the world for ease of 
starting a business, but 183rd for closing one up.

Corruption
Bisogno, Enrico [et al.]. “Corruption in Afghanistan: 
Bribery as Reported by the Victims”. Vienna: 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 
2010. 42 p. http://www.unodc.org/documents/
data-and-analysis/Afghanistan/Afghanistan-
corruption-survey2010-Eng.pdf (4.15 MB). “Poverty 
and violence are usually portrayed as the biggest 
challenges confronting Afghanistan. But ask the 
Afghans themselves, and you get a different answer: 
corruption is their biggest worry. A new UNODC 
survey reveals that an overwhelming 59 per cent of 
Afghans view public dishonesty as a bigger concern 
than insecurity (54 per cent) and unemployment (52 
per cent).” “Unlike other corruption reports, this 
one is not based only on perceptions: in other words, 
it does not only measure shadows filtered through 
individual discernment and discontent. It quantifies 
the actual crime, as reported by the victims. This is 
the real thing, based on interviews with 7,600 people 
(a reliable sample) in 12 provincial capitals and more 
than 1,600 villages around Afghanistan.” (P. 3).

Development
Causes of the Slow Rate of Economic Development 
in Afghanistan. Kabul: National Centre for Policy 
Research, Kabul University, 2010. 57, 4 p. Mostly 
in Dari, this paper has a summary section in English 
(4 pages) where the role of insecurity in undermining 
economic development is highlighted first.

“Comprehensive Oversight Plan Afghanistan-
Pakistan: fourth Quarter Fiscal Year 2009 through 
Fiscal Year 2010.” [Washington, D.C.: Southwest 
Asia Joint Planning Group], August 2009. 28 p. 
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PDACN512.pdf (444 
KB). A list of audits planned from 2009-2010 to review 
and evaluate spending of US assistance programmes in 
Afghanistan. 

Fänge, Anders. “The State of the Afghan State” 
[Kabul?]: Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN), 
2009. 5 p. http://www.aan-afghanistan.org/
uploads/20100108AFaenge_paper_website_
version.pdf (116 KB). An overview of current problems 
in Afghanistan. “The most fundamental problem in the 
present conflict lies with the Afghan government and 
its international allies, the lack of state services and 
justice in rural areas, corruption, absence of local 
governance structures at the expense of informal 
often corrupt networks, high rates of unemployment, 
the appalling lack of coordination and, to quite an 
extent, the dismal performance of the international 
assistance community. In short, it is the weaknesses 
of the government and foreign assistance which 
together with the performance of the international 
military forces function as the main strength of the 
insurgency.” (P. 1-2).

Frumin, Amy B. Equipping USAID for Success: A Field 
Perspective. [Washington, DC: Center for Strategic 
and International Studies (CSIS), June 2009.] 28 p. 
http://csis.org/publication/equipping-usaid-success 
(PDF 340KB). Using experiences from work in the 
Panjshir valley, the author identifies issues requiring 
attention in the functioning of USAID in the field.

Galtung, Fredrik and Martin Tisné. “A New Approach 
to Postwar Reconstruction.” 2009. Journal of 
Democracy 20: 4, October 2009, p. [93]-107. http://
www.afghanconflictmonitor.org/JoD_Galtung-
Tisne_ANewApproachToPostWarRecon.pdf (452 KB). 
Drawing on experience from nine countries (including 
Afghanistan, Lebanon, Mozambique, Timor-Leste and 
Sierra Leone), the authors map stages in postwar 
construction and identify particular difficulties 
and challenges during postconflict reconstruction 
processes.

Ittig, Annette, Prabir Majumdar, Mozzam Ahmad and 
Ragina Hamidi. “Midterm Review of the National 
Area Based Development Project, Ministry of Rural 
Rehabilitation and Development UNDP Afghanistan.” 
[Kabul?]: UNDP, April 2008. 40 p. http://erc.
undp.org/evaluationadmin/downloaddocument.
html?docid=3457 PDF (288 KB). “This midterm 
review of the NABDP Phase II was commissioned by 
UNDP Afghanistan. The aims of this review were to 
assess the relevance, effectiveness, efficiency and 
sustainability of the programme, according to current 

http://www.crin.org/docs/Tdh_Juvenile_justice_web.pdf
http://www.doingbusiness.org/Documents/CountryProfiles/AFG.pdf
http://www.doingbusiness.org/Documents/CountryProfiles/AFG.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/Afghanistan/Afghanistan-corruption-survey2010-Eng.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/Afghanistan/Afghanistan-corruption-survey2010-Eng.pdf
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/Afghanistan/Afghanistan-corruption-survey2010-Eng.pdf
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PDACN512.pdf
http://www.aan-afghanistan.org/uploads/20100108AFaenge_paper_website_version.pdf
http://www.aan-afghanistan.org/uploads/20100108AFaenge_paper_website_version.pdf
http://www.aan-afghanistan.org/uploads/20100108AFaenge_paper_website_version.pdf
http://csis.org/publication/equipping-usaid-success
http://www.afghanconflictmonitor.org/JoD_Galtung-Tisne_ANewApproachToPostWarRecon.pdf
http://www.afghanconflictmonitor.org/JoD_Galtung-Tisne_ANewApproachToPostWarRecon.pdf
http://www.afghanconflictmonitor.org/JoD_Galtung-Tisne_ANewApproachToPostWarRecon.pdf
http://erc.undp.org/evaluationadmin/downloaddocument.html?docid=3457
http://erc.undp.org/evaluationadmin/downloaddocument.html?docid=3457
http://erc.undp.org/evaluationadmin/downloaddocument.html?docid=3457
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field and organizational contexts. Lessons learned were 
to be distilled from its findings; and recommendations 
for the remainder of its Phase II, as well as strategies 
for follow on activities, were to be formulated.” (P. 7). 

Kreutzmann, Hermann and Stefan Schütte. 
“Persistence and Change of Afghan-German 
Economic Cooperation: the Case of the New Baghlan 
Sugar Company.” Erdkunde 64 (no.1): 2010, p. 1-16. 
“Rebuilding a national economy in a conflict situation 
poses a host of challenges and this holds true especially 
for contemporary Afghanistan. The case of the New 
Baghlan Sugar Company is taken as a precedent for 
analysing continuity and change in Afghan-German 
relations and in an agro-industrial enterprise that 
was conceived in the 1930s and has survived until 
today. Sugar beet production and its processing as a 
joint-effort to substitute sugar imports in Afghanistan 
were propagated as a profitable undertaking carried 
out in the spirit of modernization. The study shows 
the constraints from the early days as well as the 
challenges for the public-private partnership today.” 
(Summary).

Mafizul Islam and Roni Adiv. “Bamiyan-Dushi Road 
Socio-economic Baseline Study Final Report.” Kabul: 
Checchi and Company Consulting, August 2009. 33, 
24 p. http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADQ655.
pdf (1.68 MB). “This report establishes the baseline 
estimates for social and economic indicators in the 
Bamyan and Dushi Road’s Zone of Influence (ZOI), a 
30-kilometer corridor bracketing the 160 kilometers 
of road connecting the cities of Bamyan and Dushi. 
The baseline estimates 
establish initial values 
of indicators as of July 
2009 that will show how 
the improvement of the 
road influences social and 
economic development 
in the ZOI over time. The 
degree and pace of change 
due to this project road 
improvement will become 
clear through comparing 
the baseline values to data 
to be collected in follow-
on surveys in 2012.” 
(Executive Summary, P. 1). 

“National Solidarity Program (NSP) Operational 
Manual: Version 5, Effective Date … 2009.” Ministry 
of Rural Rehabilitation and Development (MRRD), 
National Solidarity Programme. Kabul, Afghanistan: 
Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development 
(MRRD), 2009. http://www.nspafghanistan.org/
about_nsp/nsp_OM.shtm Word documents (10.4 
MB). The most recently released version of the primary 
source manual for NSP operations (some sections are 

also available from the website in Dari and Pashtu).

Overfeld, Guenter and Michael Zumot. “Economic 
Development and Security in Afghanistan: Increasing 
Jobs and Income with the Help of the Gulf States.” 
New York: EastWest Institute, January 2010. 18 
p. http://www.ewi.info/system/files/reports/
AfghanistanRemittances_0.pdf (596 KB). “Jobs and 
income generation for Afghan people are two key 
elements to increase development and achieve stability 
in Afghanistan. With a jobless rate of 40 percent (out 
of a total labor force estimated at about 15 million 
people in 2004) and 44 percent of the population below 

the age of 14, the issue is 
of paramount importance. 
Jobs and income generation 
are also relevant for the 
international community’s 
efforts to tackle the Taliban 
insurgency in the near term. 
Given the widely accepted 
position that many ‘rank 
and file’ Taliban fighters 
are ‘Taliban for economic 
reasons’ they should be 
open to reintegration where 
economic opportunities 
are created.” (Executive 
Summary).

Setchell, Charles A. “Urban Development & 
Humanitarian Shelter in Kabul: Current Issues 
and next Steps.” [Kabul]: USAID/OFDA, [2009?]. 
54 p. http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADO995.
pdf (2.96 MB). A presentation of the challenges 
associated with increasing urbanisation in Afghanistan 
(Kabul represents 50 percent of Afghanistan’s urban 
population). Included are the risks from earthquakes 
and other natural disasters to increase displaced 
populations in Afghanistan.

Zürcher, Christoph, Jan Koehler and Jan Böhnke. 
“Assessing the Impact of Development Cooperation 
in North East Afghanistan: Final Report.” Bonn: 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, March 2010. 44 p. http://
www.bmz.de/en/service/infothek/evaluation/
BMZEvaluierungsberichte/BMZ_Eval049e_web.pdf 
(1.64 MB). “Development cooperation in conflict 
settings is a daunting task. Afghanistan is in the 
limelight and we have followed suit. There is a plethora 
of studies of what has presumably gone wrong with 
foreign interventions, what has been achieved, and 
what should be done. However, there is little hard 
evidence on whether development cooperation has 
an impact on conflict transformation, governance, 
and security in the target zone. The BMZ evaluation 
unit has therefore, in fall 2006, embarked on a three 
year cooperative research project with researchers 

 

August 1, 2009

This publication is produced for review by the United States Agency for International 
Development. It was prepared under the Afghanistan Services Under Program and Project 
Offices for Results Tracking (SUPPORT) Program, Checchi and Company Consulting, Inc.  
The report is authored by Dr. Mafizul Islam, Team Leader & Transport Economist, and Mr. 
Roni Adiv, Economist.
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http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PNADQ655.pdf
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http://www.nspafghanistan.org/about_nsp/nsp_OM.shtm
http://www.nspafghanistan.org/about_nsp/nsp_OM.shtm
http://www.ewi.info/system/files/reports/AfghanistanRemittances_0.pdf
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from the Free University Berlin to follow up on these 
questions. The overall objectives of this project are, 
first, to develop a method for assessing the impact of 
development cooperation in conflict zones, second, to 
apply this method in North East Afghanistan, and third, 
to deduct evidence-based policy recommendations on 
how to proceed in this particular case. The report is 
based on two mass surveys. The first was conducted in 
April 2007, the follow-up survey in March 2009. Both 
surveys were accompanied by extended periods of 
fieldwork. Altogether, researchers associated with this 
project spent sixteen weeks on the ground.” (Preface).

Education
“Implementation Completion and Results Report 
(IDA-H1190 TF-54730) on a Grant in the Amount 
of SDF 24.00 Million (US$35 Million Equivalent) to 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan for an Education 
Improvement Project.” [Washington, D.C.?]: 
World Bank, September 22, 2009.vi, 79 p. A report 
on the achievements of a programme to improve 
the quality of education across Afghanistan (both 
investment in facilities and in staffing). A particular 
focus was improving girls’ access to education. 
NGO implementation of programmes was seen as 
particularly effective. (P. 50).

“National Higher Education Strategic Plan 2010-
2014,” Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Ministry 
of Higher Education. [Kabul]: Ministry of Higher 
Education (MoHE). November 2009. 41 p. “The key 
elements of this plan are to improve access and increase 
quality—to almost double the number of students in 
public higher education from the current 62,000 to 
115,00 by 2014. Quality improvement is a critical goal 
and to that end the plan calls for provision of training 
for more than 100 faculty members and sponsored 
students to Masters or PhD level, adding an additional 
1800 faculty members to keep the student/teacher 
ratio constant at 25:1.” (P. 2). See a table of higher 
education attendance in Afghanistan on the next page.

Elections
2009 Presidential and 
Provincial Council 
Elections: Final 
Observation Report. 
Kabul: Free and Fair 
Election Foundation 
of Afghanistan (FEFA), 
January 2010. 133 
p. “Afghanistan’s 
second Presidential 
and Provincial Council 
Elections were held on 
August 20, 2009...The 

Free and Fair Election Foundation of Afghanistan 
(FEFA) observed all phases of the election process 
through the deployment of 7,137 observers across 
Afghanistan.” (p. 2 [a]). This report contains their 
findings and recommendations.

“Barriers to Greater Participation by Women 
in Afghan Elections.” Arlington, Va.: Special 
Inspector General for Afghanistan Reconstruction, 
October 2009. 16 p. http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_
docs/PDACN915.pdf (1.51 MB). “SIGAR reviewed 
the level of women’s participation in the elections 
held on August 20, 2009, and the extent to which 
the Afghan government and international community 
created an environment conducive for women to 
vote openly and freely. Specifically SIGAR identified 
the challenges women voters and women candidates 
faced in the presidential and provincial council 
elections.” (P. ii).

Carter, Stephen. “Tipping Point for Afghanistan?” 
In Public Policy Research (Sept./Nov. 2009), p. 
143-149. (PDF 132 KB). Analysis and evaluation 
of the 2009 elections in Afghanistan, mostly as they 
relate to changes of policy from Western countries 
towards assistance in Afghanistan (eg., the new stress 
on combating corruption and dealing with issues of 
governance). 

“Consensus Recommendations for Electoral Reform 
in Afghanistan.” [Kabul?]: Democracy International, 
April 2010. 9, 9 p. http://democracyinternational.
com/afghanistan/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/
Consensus-Recommendations-Eng-PDF.pdf. “These 
34 consensus recommendations are a result of a 
comprehensive review and analysis of recommendations 
presented by a wide range of stakeholders to 
Afghanistan’s election process. Since 2004, hundreds 
of individuals and organizations have recommended 
specific courses of action for reforming Afghanistan’s 
electoral system. These recommendations emerge 
as the major points of consensus among Afghan civil 
society organizations, international observer missions, 
assistance organizations and independent election 
experts. The recommendations have been drawn from 
437 unique recommendations presented by this broad 
group of stakeholders” (p. 1). 

“Islamic Republic of Afghanistan Electoral Law 
Working Translation 2005 Electoral Law and 
Art[icle] 79 Decree Proposal and Art[icle] 79 Final 
Decree on Electoral Law.” 2010. 71 p. (PDF 835 
KB). This document contains the translated text of 
the electoral law of 2005 set out in parallel beside 
translated versions of two 2010 decrees on election 
law, including the final version signed by President 
Karzai on 17 February 2010. The electoral law of 
2005 was published in Official Gazette no. 850 (1384 
Ghwajaj 10 = [1384 Saur 10] = 2005 April 30). At the 

http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PDACN915.pdf
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PDACN915.pdf
http://democracyinternational.com/afghanistan/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/Consensus-Recommendations-Eng-PDF.pdf
http://democracyinternational.com/afghanistan/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/Consensus-Recommendations-Eng-PDF.pdf
http://democracyinternational.com/afghanistan/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/Consensus-Recommendations-Eng-PDF.pdf
http://www.democracyinternational.com/afghanistan
http://www.democracyinternational.com/afghanistan
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time of writing (mid-April 2010) this law had not been 
officially released in a final form. 

Map Showing Districts Won by the Main Candidates 
in the August 2009 Presidential Elections: Karzai, 
Abdullah, Bashardost. [S.l.]: [s.n.], [2010]. 1 colour 
map. PDF (980 KB). This map shows (in different 
colours) the districts won by three of the main 
presidential candidates, the information is shown 
superimposed on an OCHA map, but the map has no 
title and it is not clear who has prepared it.

Ethnography

Miller, Andy. Tales from 
the Wakhan: Folklore 
& Archaeology of the 
Wakhan Corridor. Kabul: 
Aga Khan Trust for 
Culture, 2009. 75 p. ISBN 
9782940212071. The first 
section of the book contains 
fourteen folktales told by 
nomadic Wakhi and Kyrgyz 
people of the Wakhan. The 
second section provides 
illustrated summaries of 

Students in 22 Afghan Educational Institutions — Year 1387 (2008)

No Educational Institution
Number of newly admitted 

students
Number of students 

already enrolled Total number of students

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total

1 Albiruni University 584 52 636 1044 65 1109 1628 117 1745

2 Badakhshan Higher Education 
Institute 106 50 156 133 96 229 239 146 385

3 Baghlan University 424 34 458 784 106 890 1208 140 1348

4 Balkh University 1479 547 2026 2823 932 3755 4302 1479 5781

5 Bamyan University 311 76 387 484 33 517 795 109 904

6 Education University 1722 778 2500 2970 1583 4553 4692 2361 7053

7 Faryab Higher Education 
Institute 85 30 115 855 244 1099 940 274 1214

8 Ghazni Higher Education 
Institute 106 13 119 205 44 249 311 57 368

9 Helmand Higher Education 
Institute. 100 0 100 0 0 0 100 100 200

10 Herat University 1752 833 2585 2188 1673 3861 3940 2506 6446

11 Jawzjan University 544 88 632 1405 219 1624 1949 307 2256

12 Kabul Medical University 256 169 425 669 316 985 925 485 1410

13 Kabul University 3166 927 4093 6815 2442 9257 9981 3369 13350

14 Kandahar University 175 9 184 1670 9 1679 1845 18 1863

15 Khost University 974 0 974 1544 0 1544 2518 0 2518

16 Kundoz Higher Education 
Institute 350 40 390 599 150 749 949 190 1139

17 Nangarhar University 2160 142 2302 4619 129 4748 6779 271 7050

18 Paktia University 384 0 384 186 372 558 570 372 942

19 Parwan Higher Education 
Institute 303 30 333 797 107 904 1100 137 1237

20 Poly Technich University 557 17 574 1879 83 1962 2436 100 2536

21 Samangan Higher Education 
Institute 82 30 112 83 17 100 165 47 212

22 Takhar University 443 243 686 1020 129 1149 1463 372 1835

Total 16,063 4,108 20,171 32,772 8,749 41,521 48,835 12,957 61,792

Source: “National Higher Education Strategic Plan 2010-2014” Appendix I, p. 36-37 (re-arranged alphabetically) (See p. 9)
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some of the key archaeological and architectural sites 
recorded as part of the Wakhan Heritage Inventory 
which documented aspects of the cultural heritage of 
one of the most remote regions of Afghanistan. 

“My Cousin’s Enemy is my Friend: A Study of 
Pashtun ‘Tribes’ in Afghanistan: Afghanistan 
Research Reachback Center White Paper.” 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas: United States Army, 
September 2009. 27 p. http://easterncampaign.
files.wordpress.com/2009/11/my-cousins-enemy-is-
my-friend-a-study-of-pashtun-tribes.pdf (836 KB). 
“[P]olicymakers, in their search for solutions to 
problems in Afghanistan, have considered empowering 
‘the tribes’ as one possible way to reduce rates of 
violence. In this report, the HTS [Human Terrain 
System] Afghanistan RRC warns that the desire for 
‘tribal engagement’ in Afghanistan, executed along 
the lines of the recent ‘surge’ strategy in Iraq, is based 
on an erroneous understanding of the human terrain. 
In fact, the way people in rural Afghanistan organize 
themselves is so different from rural Iraqi culture 
that calling them both ‘tribes’ is deceptive. ‘Tribes’ 
in Afghanistan do not act as unified groups, as they 
have recently in Iraq. For the most part they are not 
hierarchical, meaning there is no ‘chief’ with whom 
to negotiate (and from whom to expect results). They 
are notorious for changing the form of their social 
organization when they are pressured by internal 
dissension or external forces. Whereas in some other 
countries tribes are structured like trees, ‘tribes’ in 
Afghanistan are like jellyfish.” (Summary)

Finance and economy
“Afghanistan Income Tax Law 2009: Draft Translation 
for General Guidance Only.” [Kabul]: Afghanistan 
Revenue Department, Ministry of Finance, 2009. 
49 p. (PDFs total 1 MB). The current tax law in 
Afghanistan was promulgated on 18 March 2009 
and published in Official Gazette no. 976 (28 Hoot 
1387). This translation and the accompanying guides 
are vital for international organisations working in 
Afghanistan who need to comply with the legislation. 
Associated with this document are: [01] Ministerial 
Circular: Tax Exemption Policy for Donor Countries, 
International Financial Institutions, Non-governmental 
Organizations, and their Contractors Operating within 
Afghanistan (10 p.); [02] Guide 01: Withholding Tax on 
Rental Services (English (2 p.), Dari (2 p.); Guide 03: 
Business Receipts Tax (English (4 p.), Dari (4 p.); [03] 
Guide 05: Wage Withholding Tax (English (4 p.); Guide 
21: Withholding Tax on Contractors (English (2 p.), Dari 
(2 p.).

“Annual Economic and Statistical Bulletin.” Da 
Afghanistan Bank (Central Bank) 1387 (2008/2009). 
xv, 144 p. http://www.centralbank.gov.af/pdf/DAB_

QB_Annual-1387(2008-2009).pdf. Annual overview 
of the Afghan economy, especially GDP performance 
and issues relating to banking and currency supply.

“Unemployment and its Social Negative Aspects 
in Afghanistan.” Kabul: National Centre for 
Policy Research, Kabul University, 2009. 51, 7 p. 
Mostly in Dari, this paper does have a summary and 
recommendations section in English.

History
Afghanistan Observed 1830-1920. London: 
British Library, 2010. [ca 50 p.]: col. ill.; 22 x 24 
cm. ISBN 9780712358101. http://www.bl.uk/
news/2010/pressrelease20100401.html?utm_
source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_ca
mpaign=Feed%3A+BritishLibraryPressReleas
es+%28British+Library+Press+Releases%29&
utm_content=Bloglines. “This catalogue has 
been produced in conjunction with the exhibition 
‘Afghanistan observed 1830-1920’ produced by the 
World Collections Programme and the Aga Khan Trust 
for Culture and held in the Queen’s Palace of Baghe 
Babur, Kabul and the Chahar Suq cistern in the old 
city of Herat during 2010.” (Reverse of title-page). 
This collection shows the wealth of pictorial material 
preserved in the British Library about Afghanistan. 
Afghanistan Observed reflects the observations of 
European visitors to Afghanistan between 1830 and 
1920. This was a period during which Afghans’ relations 
with the outside world was critical not only for the 
country and region, but for the superpowers at the 
time. “The exhibition features 150 digital prints of 
sketches, prints, drawings and photographs that relate 
to the history and culture of Afghanistan, selected 
from the British Library’s collections.” (Website).

Title in Pushto: م  ۱۹۲۰ تر   ۱۸۳۰ د  څخه  افغانستان   له 
 کالونو لیدلی حال

Title in Dari: 1920 چشم دیدهایی از افغانستان بین 1830تا 
 میالدی

Guibert, Emmanuel … [et al.]. The Photographer, 
translated by Alexis Siegel. New York: First Second, 
2009. xi, 267 p. ISBN: 
9781596433755 (pbk.). 
In 1986, Afghanistan was 
torn apart by a war with 
the Soviet Union. This 
graphic novel/photo-
journal is a record of 
one reporter’s arduous 
and dangerous journey 
through Afghanistan, 
accompanying Doctors 
Without Borders. Originally 
published in French in 
three volumes.

http://easterncampaign.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/my-cousins-enemy-is-my-friend-a-study-of-pashtun-tribes.pdf
http://easterncampaign.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/my-cousins-enemy-is-my-friend-a-study-of-pashtun-tribes.pdf
http://easterncampaign.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/my-cousins-enemy-is-my-friend-a-study-of-pashtun-tribes.pdf
http://www.centralbank.gov.af/pdf/DAB_QB_Annual-1387(2008-2009).pdf
http://www.centralbank.gov.af/pdf/DAB_QB_Annual-1387(2008-2009).pdf
http://www.bl.uk/news/2010/pressrelease20100401.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+BritishLibraryPressReleases+%28British+Library+Press+Releases%29&utm_content=Bloglines
http://www.bl.uk/news/2010/pressrelease20100401.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+BritishLibraryPressReleases+%28British+Library+Press+Releases%29&utm_content=Bloglines
http://www.bl.uk/news/2010/pressrelease20100401.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+BritishLibraryPressReleases+%28British+Library+Press+Releases%29&utm_content=Bloglines
http://www.bl.uk/news/2010/pressrelease20100401.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+BritishLibraryPressReleases+%28British+Library+Press+Releases%29&utm_content=Bloglines
http://www.bl.uk/news/2010/pressrelease20100401.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+BritishLibraryPressReleases+%28British+Library+Press+Releases%29&utm_content=Bloglines
http://www.bl.uk/news/2010/pressrelease20100401.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+BritishLibraryPressReleases+%28British+Library+Press+Releases%29&utm_content=Bloglines
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Justice sector and law
Dempsey, John and Noah Coburn. “Traditional 
Dispute Resolution and Stability in Afghanistan.” 
Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace 
(USIP), February 16, 2010. 6 p. http://www.usip.
org/resources/traditional-dispute-resolution-and-
stability-in-afghanistan (PDF 460 KB). USIP’s John 
Dempsey and Noah Coburn argue that stability in 
Afghanistan requires not simply an increased troop 
presence to counter anti-government insurgents but 
also a fair means of resolving simmering local disputes. 
Too often, arguments over land and water rights and 
other criminal and civil issues spiral into sources of 
violence that increase instability in the country. USIP 
has worked with Afghan partner organisations to pilot 
projects in four districts across Afghanistan to explore 
the relationship between state and informal justice 
processes. Based on this work, Dempsey and Coburn 
suggest that traditional dispute resolution mechanisms 
can provide a valuable way to prevent local disputes 
from escalating into violence, while the building of still-
nascent state justice institution continues. Dempsey 
and Coburn argue that Afghan state institutions and 
the country’s multi-faceted community-led dispute 
resolution councils can and should work together, 
harnessing each other’s strengths while addressing the 
deficiencies of each, and improving access to justice 
for all.

“Labor Code.” [2007?]. 36 p. http://www.ilo.
org/dyn/natlex/docs/MONOGRAPH/78309/83636/
F774573068/AFG78309.pdf (261 KB). Translation of 
the labour law published in Official gazette no. 914 (15 
Dalwa 1385 = 21 Feb 2007). 

Ledwidge, Frank. “Justice and Counter-insurgency 
in Afghanistan: A Missing Link.” The RUSI Journal 
2009 (February) v. 154: 1 (p. 6-9). “Recent 
counter-insurgency doctrine has largely ignored 
the justice sector. This article, referring to current 
multinational efforts in Afghanistan, contends that 
this is a serious mistake. It is an error not made by the 
Taliban, who are acutely aware of its importance... 
Complex insurgencies are powered by injustice” (P. 
6). “Although there is a state system of justice in 
operation in all provinces, the reality is that this is, at 
best, ramshackle and inefficient, at worst criminally 
corrupt on a huge scale.” (P. 8).

“Rule of Law in Afghanistan and how to improve 
it.” Kabul: National Centre for Policy Research, 
Kabul University, 2009. 109, 6 p. Mostly in Dari, this 
research paper does have a summary and conclusion 
in English.

Land tenure
Audit of USAID/Afghanistan’s Land Titling and 
Economic Restructuring in Afghanistan project. 

Washington, D.C.: U.S. Agency for International 
Development, Office of Inspector General, June 
8, 2009. 23 p. http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/
PDACO271.pdf (216 KB). This end-of-project audit 
studied the implementation and impact of the large 
USAID project (2007-2009) aimed at: (1) developing 
land titling and registration in Afghanistan to help the 
government improve land tenure security in urban areas, 
with the ultimate goal of introducing a consolidated 
land administration system in Afghanistan, and (2) 
privatising of state-owned enterprises. According to 
the audit the project achieved positive results under 
both components.

Politics and government
“Afghanistan after 8 Years: The Government is not 
Worth Fighting for.” [Dubai]: YouGov Siraj, 2010. 
22 p. http://clients.squareeye.com/uploads/doha/
polling/Doha%20Debates-%20Afghanistan%20POll.
pdf (924 KB). This January 2010 internet-based survey 
of 997 people from the Middle East showed that most of 
the respondents thought the US was in Afghanistan to 
apply pressure to Iran rather than support democracy 
and rule of law in Afghanistan.

Alexander, Christopher. “Ending the Agony: Seven 
Moves to Stabilize Afghanistan.” Waterloo, Ontario, 
Canada: The Centre for International Governance 
Innovation, February 2010. 11 p. http://www.
cigionline.org/sites/default/files/Afghanistan_
Paper_3.pdf (528 KB). “The January 2010 London 
Conference refocused the world’s attention on 
Afghanistan, with donors renewing commitments 
and presenting new strategies to combat the 
Taliban, improve governance and limit corruption. 
However, progress, as always, will remain contingent 
on Afghan leadership and ownership. This paper 
proposes seven policy initiatives designed to refocus 
Afghanistan’s domestic reform agenda, overcome 
post-electoral distrust, and lay the groundwork for 
a re-galvanized partnership or compact between the 
Afghan government and international Community.” 
(Abstract).

Ayrapetyants, Anika and Idrees Zaman. “Bridging 
the Gap: Increasing Civil Society Participation in Law 
and Policy Formulations in Afghanistan.” [Kabul?]: 
Counterpart International, 2010. 32 p. http://
www.counterpart-afg.org/PDF/I-PACS_Civil%20
Society%20Participation%20in%20Law%20and%20
Policy%20Formulation_English_Apr%202010.
pdf (488 KB). “In recent Afghan history, relations 
between the government, elected officials and civil 
society actors have been complex and plagued by 
misunderstanding. This study was designed to better 
understand the ways in which elected officials, 
government and civil society actors are currently 

http://www.usip.org/resources/traditional-dispute-resolution-and-stability-in-afghanistan
http://www.usip.org/resources/traditional-dispute-resolution-and-stability-in-afghanistan
http://www.usip.org/resources/traditional-dispute-resolution-and-stability-in-afghanistan
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/MONOGRAPH/78309/83636/F774573068/AFG78309.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/MONOGRAPH/78309/83636/F774573068/AFG78309.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/dyn/natlex/docs/MONOGRAPH/78309/83636/F774573068/AFG78309.pdf
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PDACO271.pdf
http://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf_docs/PDACO271.pdf
http://clients.squareeye.com/uploads/doha/polling/Doha%20Debates-%20Afghanistan%20POll.pdf
http://clients.squareeye.com/uploads/doha/polling/Doha%20Debates-%20Afghanistan%20POll.pdf
http://clients.squareeye.com/uploads/doha/polling/Doha%20Debates-%20Afghanistan%20POll.pdf
http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/Afghanistan_Paper_3.pdf
http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/Afghanistan_Paper_3.pdf
http://www.cigionline.org/sites/default/files/Afghanistan_Paper_3.pdf
http://www.counterpart-afg.org/PDF/I-PACS_Civil%20Society%20Participation%20in%20Law%20and%20Policy%20Formulation_English_Apr%202010.pdf
http://www.counterpart-afg.org/PDF/I-PACS_Civil%20Society%20Participation%20in%20Law%20and%20Policy%20Formulation_English_Apr%202010.pdf
http://www.counterpart-afg.org/PDF/I-PACS_Civil%20Society%20Participation%20in%20Law%20and%20Policy%20Formulation_English_Apr%202010.pdf
http://www.counterpart-afg.org/PDF/I-PACS_Civil%20Society%20Participation%20in%20Law%20and%20Policy%20Formulation_English_Apr%202010.pdf
http://www.counterpart-afg.org/PDF/I-PACS_Civil%20Society%20Participation%20in%20Law%20and%20Policy%20Formulation_English_Apr%202010.pdf
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working together to help shape laws and policies 
in Afghanistan, as well as identify ways to improve 
their engagement. Two laws – the Media Law and 
the Election Law—and two policies—The Afghanistan 
National Development Strategy and the Basic Package 
of Health Services—form the center of this study. 
Interviews and focus group discussions were held with 
elected officials, government and representatives 
of civil society (largely Civil Society Organizations 
[CSOs]) at the national, provincial and district levels 
to better understand the ways in which they have 
engaged in the formulation of these laws and policies. 
The study found that there had been strikingly little 
engagement to date amongst these various parties in 
law and policy-making processes. Moreover, neither 
the law- nor policy-making processes have clearly 
defined guidelines for including consultations with 
CSOs. A number of factors appeared to be at play here. 
At the root of the situation was a poor understanding 
of what is meant by civil society, as well as of the 
law- and policy-making processes and the roles that 
each sector might have in these. Distrust between 
CSOs and government was another significant factor, 
although despite this, CSOs appeared to remain 
interested in engaging with government on these 
issues. The CSOs, however, generally did not have the 
necessary strategies and capacities to fully engage 
in law- and policy-making processes. Moreover, while 
there had been some attempts to influence laws and 
policies, the CSOs in Kabul had not been able to build 
systematic approaches to be effective at this. The 
study revealed that, while there are well-articulated 
law-making processes, no such processes exist for 
policies. Neither the law- or policy-making processes 
have clearly defined guidelines for including 
consultations with CSOs. When CSOs have been 
consulted, it has generally been personal connections 
that have driven the choice of whom to consult. This 
has led to a less than inclusive process of consultation, 
during which the CSOs often appeared to have been 
inhibited from providing recommendations that might 

be perceived as negative. Moreover, it appeared that 
policy formulation and legislation processes were 
highly centralized and barely reached the provinces. 
In some cases, attempts had been made to involve 
the participation of women, but this participation 
was seen to be largely symbolic.” (P. 5). 

Also published in Dari:
 پر کردن َخالءها : افزایش مشارکت جامعه ی مدنی در تدوین
قانون و پالیسی در افغانستان

Also published in Pushto:
 د خالوو ډکول : په افغانستان کې د قانون او پالیسی جوړونې
په بهیرونو کې د مدنی ټولنې د ګډون ونډې زیاتول

Bergen, Peter. “The Ultimate AfPak Reading 
List: A Guide to the Most Critical Readings on 
Afghanistan and Pakistan [website].” September 
9, 2009. [11] p. http://www.foreignpolicy.com/
articles/2009/09/08/the_ultimate_afghan_reading_
list. “[A]n amalgamation of syllabi from classes I’ve 
taught at the Kennedy School of Government at 
Harvard and the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced 
International Studies” (p. 1). The readings focus on 
political and ideological currents with the first three 
sections covering Afghanistan from 1979 to present 
day, the other sections look at Pakistan, Al Qaeda, 
causes for 9/11, etc. 

Fischer, Karl. “The AfPak strategy: Reactions in 
Pakistan.” [Kabul?]: Afghanistan Analysts Network 
(AAN), March 2010. 12 p. http://www.aan-
afghanistan.org/uploads/20100309-KFischer-AfPak.
pdf (224 KB). “Viewing Pakistan in a historical and 
geostrategic context, this paper by eminent Pakistan 
and India expert Karl Fischer highlights those aspects 
of the new United States strategy for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan (formerly termed “the AfPak Strategy”) that 
are more relevant for Pakistan and shows predominant 
Pakistani reactions to these issues. The selection is 
limited to the responses of government and political 
leaders, representatives of the military as well as 
some prominent members of the media and academia. 

Afghanistan Yearbook 1387 (April 2008 - March 2009)

The latest national yearbook (Da Afghanistan kalanay [Pashtu]/Salnamah-
i-Afghanistan [Dari]) was released in March 2010, in Dari and Pashtu 
only (500 Afs). This annual from the Ministry of Information and Culture 
cumulates speeches and other government information; most importantly 
the text of Presidential decrees are collected here (p. 335-375) and printed 
in chronological order (these are not otherwise findable). 

Other information includes: short biographical statements from and photos 
of cabinet ministers that year, speeches and statements by the president, 
details of the president’s overseas trips, his meetings, interviews and 
attendance at conferences, details of cabinet meetings, reports on the 
activities of the ministries and independent authorities, chronology of 
important events in Afghanistan, and a report about Parliament. 

http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/09/08/the_ultimate_afghan_reading_list
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/09/08/the_ultimate_afghan_reading_list
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2009/09/08/the_ultimate_afghan_reading_list
http://www.aan-afghanistan.org/uploads/20100309-KFischer-AfPak.pdf
http://www.aan-afghanistan.org/uploads/20100309-KFischer-AfPak.pdf
http://www.aan-afghanistan.org/uploads/20100309-KFischer-AfPak.pdf
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Korski, Daniel. “Transatlantic ‘AfPak’ Policy: 
One year Later.” [Madrid?]: Fundación para las 
Relaciones Internacionales y el Diálogo Exterior 
(FRIDE), February 10, 2010. 6 p. http://www.
fride.org/uploads/PB40_Transatle_afpk_korski_
ENG_feb10.pdf (1.16 MB). An overview of the 2009 
Afghanistan-Pakistan policy initiative of the Obama 
presidency, reviewing stages in the development of 
new linkages between US and European involvement 
in Afghanistan.

Masadykov, Talatbek, Antonio Giustozzi and James 
Michael Page. Negotiating with the Taliban: 
Toward a Solution for the Afghan Conflict. 
London: Development Research Centre, Crisis 
States Programme, January 2010. 22 p. http://
www.crisisstates.com/download/wp/wpSeries2/
WP66.2.pdf (628 KB). “This paper discusses the 
debate on reconciliation and negotiations with the 
Taliban, its future prospects and the role of the 
United Nations within it. It provides an outline of the 
current conflict as well as a discussion of the role of 
the UN and ISAF within it, from both a political and 
a legal perspective. We argue that the very fact the 
conflict in its various phases has been going on for so 
long offers opportunities for reconciliation. The bulk 
of the paper is inevitably dedicated to analyzing the 
position of the different actors vis-à-vis negotiations. 
We deal with both pro-Afghan government and anti-
government players, as well as with international 
actors. We review in detail past initiatives aimed 
towards reconciliation and explain why they did not 
succeed. In our conclusion we highlight some possible 
future steps to be taken.” (P. 2).

Neumann, Ronald E. The 
Other War: Winning and 
Losing in Afghanistan. 
1st ed. Washington, 
D.C.: Potomac Books, 
c2009. xxiii, 245 p. 
ISBN 9781597974271. A 
personal account from the 
former US Ambassador in 
Kabul (from mid-2005 to 
March 2007) of his time 
and his decisions, as well 
as a general narrative of 
the management of US 
policy toward Afghanistan 
during this time.

Sediqi, Fawad. “Why are the Taliban still a Challenge 
for the Afghan Government and the International 
Community after their Removal from Power?” 
Unpublished thesis, 2008/2009. 40 p. This paper aims 
to outline the factors that caused and contributed to 
the re-emergence of the Taliban and their intensified 
insurgency. After eight years of continued military and 

The material also offers some basic conclusions and 
policy recommendations.” (P. 1).

Giustozzi, Antonio.  of Mud: War and Warlords of 
Afghanistan. London: Hurst & Company, 2009. 
x, 332 p. ISBN 9781850650327. This first political 
sociology of warlordism in Afghanistan will become 
required reading for anyone attempting to understand 
contemporary Afghan realpolitik. Through case studies 
(focused on Dostum’s Junbesh and the Emirate of Herat 
under Ismail Khan) and detailed analysis, the author 
examines the roots of warlordism in Afghan Society and 
traces events up to the current period. Indispensible 
reading. Contents: Introduction: Warlords and states; 
Part One: 1. The roots of warlordism in Afghan society; 
2. Insurgent warlordism: the Jihad Movement (1978-
1992); 3. Statecide in the making: government militias 
and warlordism (1980-1992); 4. 1992-2001 the apogee 
and crisis of the warlords; 5. The explosion of peace 
in 2001: bringing the warlords back in; Part Two: 
Models of warlordism; 6. Junbesh: origins and general 
characteristics; 7. The role of leadership within 
Junbesh; 8. Junbesh’s political dynamics; 9. Junbesh’s 
political economy; 10. Junbesh’s external dynamics; 
11. Junbesh’s military dynamics; 12 Junbesh’s failed 
de-patrimonialisation; 13. Efforts to legitimize 
Junbesh; 14. The Emirate of Herat: origins and general 
characteristics; 15. Ismail 
Khan’s leadership role; 16. 
Political dynamics of Ismail 
Khan’s Emirate; 17. The 
political economy of Ismail 
khan’s Emirate; 18. The 
external dynamics of Ismail 
Khan’s Emirate; 19. Military 
dynamics of the Emirate; 
20. Ismail Khan’s attempts 
at institutionalization; 
21. Ismail Khan’s efforts 
at legitimization; 22. 
Between warlordism and 
guerilla war: Massud and 
Shura-i Nezar.

Kipping, Martin. Two Interventions: Comparing Soviet 
and US-led State-building in Afghanistan. [Kabul?]: 
Afghanistan Analysts’ Network (AAN), April 2010. 
17 p. http://aan-afghanistan.com/uploads/AAN_
Two_Interventions.pdf (352 KB). This paper “draws 
on a forthcoming doctoral thesis, which compares 
the Soviet and the US-led state-building efforts in 
Afghanistan in three sectors: the security sector, fiscal 
policy, and the field of state legitimation. Following 
the introduction in section 1, section 2 briefly reviews 
the specific contexts of both interventions. Section 
3 explains the analytical focus of the comparison. 
Its core results are presented in section 4. Section 5 
draws some tentative conclusions.” (P.1). 

http://www.fride.org/uploads/PB40_Transatle_afpk_korski_ENG_feb10.pdf
http://www.fride.org/uploads/PB40_Transatle_afpk_korski_ENG_feb10.pdf
http://www.fride.org/uploads/PB40_Transatle_afpk_korski_ENG_feb10.pdf
http://www.crisisstates.com/download/wp/wpSeries2/WP66.2.pdf
http://www.crisisstates.com/download/wp/wpSeries2/WP66.2.pdf
http://www.crisisstates.com/download/wp/wpSeries2/WP66.2.pdf
http://aan-afghanistan.com/uploads/AAN_Two_Interventions.pdf
http://aan-afghanistan.com/uploads/AAN_Two_Interventions.pdf
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financial international interventions there seems to 
be little understanding of the source of the current 
insurgency in Afghanistan.” (Introduction). This 
2008/2009 MA thesis (University of Kent [Canterbury])
aims to provide that analysis. 

Strangers at the Door: Night Raids by International 
Forces Lose Hearts and Minds of Afghanistan: 
A Case Study. [Kabul?]: Open Society Institute, 
The Liaison Office, 2010. 15 p. http://www.soros.
org/initiatives/washington/articles_publications/
publications/afghan-night-raids-20100222/a-
afghan-night-raids-20100222.pdf (348 KB). Based 
on interviews, this study examines the impact of 
night-time search and seizure operations on Afghan 
communities and their views of international forces. 
It argues that despite policy reforms, continued raids 
alienate the population and undermine the rule of law. 
(Website, accessed 2 March 2010).

Wagner, Christian. “Governance in Afghanistan 
in a Regional Perspective.” [Kabul?]: 
Afghanistan Analysts Network (AAN), 2010. 5 
p. http://www.aan-afghanistan.org/uploads/
AANGovernanceRegionalPerspective.pdf (132 KB). 
“In the discussion about governance and reforms in 
Afghanistan, the regional dimension—and Afghanistan’s 
position in comparison with its neighbouring countries—
is often neglected … [this paper] discusses parameters 
to measure this relationship.” (P. 1).

Waldman, Matt. Golden Surrender?: The Risks, 
Challenges, and Implications of Reintegration in 
Afghanistan. [Kabul?]: Afghanistan Analysts’ Network 
(AAN), April 2010. 12 p. http://aan-afghanistan.
com/uploads/2010_AAN_Golden_Surrender.pdf 
(280 KB). “The reintegration of former fighters is one 
of the main pillars in the unfolding counterinsurgency 
strategy. It is however more complex and difficult to 
accomplish than is commonly appreciated...obstacles 
include lack of trust, insurgent cohesion, and revenge 
attacks on participants, as well as a dissonance 
between the incentives offered and the factors that 
cause people to fight. Matt Waldman argues that 
a well-executed reintegration scheme could have 
positive social, economic and stabilization benefits 
and thus reduce the force of the insurgency, but that 
if mishandled, it could actually do the reverse. The 
focus on reintegration, moreover, risks distracting 
attention from the root causes of the conflict, leading 
to interventions that may address the symptoms of 
the disease, without dealing with the disease itself.” 
(Summary)

Wilkins, Ann. “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes: Pakistan 
in 2010.” [Kabul?]: Afghanistan Analysts Network 
(AAN), March 2010. 10 p. http://www.aan-
afghanistan.org/uploads/20100304-AWilkens-
Smoke_Gets_in_Your_Eyes.pdf (192 KB). “While the 

world is discussing strategies to exit Afghanistan, the 
crisis in neighbouring Pakistan is deepening. What the 
silent majority of Pakistanis voted for in the elections of 
February 2008—a secular democracy—is proving elusive. 
The army has since reemerged as a major political actor 
and the Taleban are gaining ground.” (P. 1).

Zaif, Abd al-Salam. My Life with the Taliban. New 
York: Columbia University Press. 2010. xlvii, 331 p. 
ISBN 9780231701488. “This is the autobiography of 
Abdul Salam Zaeef, a senior former member of the 
Taliban. His memoirs, translated form Pashto, are 
more than just the story 
of his extraordinary life: 
they offer a challenging 
counter-narrative to the 
standard accounts of 
Afghanistan since 1979... 
[The book] offers a personal 
and privileged insight into 
the rural Pashtun village 
communities that are the 
Taliban’s bedrock and helps 
to explain what drives men 
like Zaeef to take up arms 
against the foreigners 
who are foolish enough to 
invade their homeland.” 
(Inside front cover).

Security
“Afghanistan: Annual Report on Protection of 
Civilians in Armed Conflict.” Kabul: United Nations 
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA), January 
2010. 36 p. http://unama.unmissions.org/Portals/
UNAMA/human%20rights/Protection%20of%20
Civilian%202009%20report%20English.pdf. “UNAMA 
Human Rights (HR) recorded a total of 2,412 civilian 
deaths between 01 January and 31 December 2009. 
This figure represents an increase of 14% on the 2,118 
civilian deaths recorded in 
2008. Of the 2,412 deaths 
reported in 2009, 1,630 
(67%) were attributed to 
anti-Government elements 
(AGEs) and 596 (25%) to 
pro-Government forces 
(PGF). The remaining 186 
deaths (8%) could not be 
attributed to any of the 
conflicting parties given 
as some civilians died as 
a result of cross-fire or 
were killed by unexploded 
ordinance.” (Executive 
summary). 
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Baseline Study for Pilot Democratic Policing 
Across 8 Districts of Northern Kabul Province by 
Afghanistan Civil Society Forum (ACSF). [Kabul]: 
UNDP, ACSF, Ministry of Interior, March 2010. 46 p. 
PDF (793 KB). “This Baseline Study was undertaken 
for the Pilot Democratic Policing [sic], being currently 
implemented by the Ministry of Interior and UNDP. 
The study documents existing experiences and 
expectations of the public from their local police; the 
public and police’s understanding of basic concepts 
of democratic policing; the role of shuras and other 
traditional justice system mechanisms; as well as both 
the public and police’s recommendations for improving 
police effectiveness and interface between the police 
and the community on a regular basis. The findings of 
the Study are based on 1,200 questionnaire responses 
by the public and police, and eight focus group 
discussions, undertaken across eight northern districts 
of Kabul province, including the 17th police district 
of Kabul City, Mirbachakoot, Kalakaan, Guldara, Deh 
Sabz, Qarabagh, Shakar Dara, and Istalif. Very little 
variation was found among districts, so findings are 
not differentiated.” (Executive summary).

Cordesman, Anthony H. “‘Shape, Clear, Hold, 
Build, and Transfer’: The Full Metrics of the Afghan 
War.” Washington, D.C.: Center for Strategic & 
International Studies (CSIS), 2010. 228 p. Maps. 
30 cm. http://csis.org/files/publication/100302_
afghan_metrics_combined.pdf (7 MB). A cumulation 
of statistics tracking the situation in Afghanistan 
currently (includes numerous colour maps and graphs). 
These documents rely largely on official sources, and 
this limits some aspects of their coverage because of 
security concerns. 

Flynn, Michael T., Matt Pottinger and Paul De. 
Batchelor. “Fixing Intel: A Blueprint for Making 
Intelligence Relevant in Afghanistan.” Washington, 
D.C.: Center for a New American Security, 2010. 26 
p. http://www.oss.net/dynamaster/file_archive/10
0105/305baaddd557da70f8a7afeaa9828ba7/2010%
2d01%2d05%20AfghanIntelStudy.pdf; http://www.
cnas.org/files/documents/publications/AfghanIntel_
Flynn_Jan2010_code507_voices.pdf (1.3 MB). “This 
paper...critically examines the relevance of the U.S. 
intelligence community 
to the counterinsurgency 
strategy in Afghanistan. 
Based on discussions 
with hundreds of people 
inside and outside the 
intelligence community, 
it recommends sweeping 
changes to the way the 
intelligence community 
thinks about itself—from 
a focus on the enemy 

to a focus on the people of Afghanistan. The paper 
argues that because the United States has focused 
the overwhelming majority of collection efforts 
and analytical brainpower on insurgent groups, our 
intelligence apparatus still finds itself unable to 
answer fundamental questions about the environment 
in which we operate and the people we are trying to 
protect and persuade.” (Executive summary). 

Lurås, Helge. “Build-up of Afghan Security Forces Ill 
Advised.”. Oslo, Norway: Norwegian Peacebuilding 
Centre, January, 2010. 7 p. http://english.nupi.no/
Activities/Departments/Department-of-Security-
and-Conflict-Management/Nyheter/Build-up-of-
Afghan-security-forces-ill-advised (PDF 284 KB). 
“A well-functioning government is a prerequisite for 
any successful counter-insurgency strategy and good 
governance is unlikely to be established in Afghanistan 
any time soon. As a consequence, the plans for the 
build-up of the Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) 
must be adjusted. This build-up is not only an exit 
strategy; it is a cover for a ‘graceful exit,’ serving a 
perceptual function in Western publics. But in counter-
insurgency theory a disconnect between governance 
and security is anathema. The end-state projection of 
400,000 soldiers and police is unsustainable and ill-
adapted to Afghanistan’s socio-economic and political 
foundations. Furthermore, the continued growth of 
centralized and corrupt security forces could very well 
lead to increased resistance. The ANSF—like any armed 
force—is in dire need of a credible and motivating 
cause, simply to avoid disintegration. President Barack 
Obama has taken some useful steps in readjusting 
threat perceptions emanating from Afghanistan. But 
this must be followed by a realignment of the current 
plans for the ANSF.” (Summary).

Matthews, Robert. “An Anvil of Clay: Pakistan’s 
Military Balks at Obama’s Afghan Surge.” Oslo, Norway: 
Norwegian Peacebuilding Centre, January 2010. 5 
p. http://www.peacebuilding.no/eng/Publications/
Noref-Reports2/An-anvil-of-clay-Pakistan-s-military-
balks-at-Obama-s-Afghan-surge PDF (236 KB). 
“Pakistan’s cooperation is crucial to the success of 
the current US and NATO strategy in Afghanistan. Yet 
the Pakistani military not only has misgivings about 
the NATO surge but also its own agenda. Central to 
the discord is the military’s view of the Afghan Taliban 
as assets to counter rival India’s spreading Afghan 
footprint. The military views the US surge and the 
18-month timeframe as acts of desperation by the 
Obama administration—as well as a vindication of 
Pakistan’s strategy of keeping its options open through 
a ‘selective counter-insurgency approach’. Thus, there 
is little indication that Pakistan is willing to undertake 
campaigns against militants in the tribal areas. Or play 
the role of anvil to the US hammer along the Afghan-
Pakistani border.” (Summary).

By Major General Michael T. Flynn, USA
Captain Matt Pottinger, USMC
Paul D. Batchelor, DIA

Fixing Intel: A Blueprint for Making 
Intelligence Relevant in Afghanistan VoICeS  

FroM The FIelD

J A n u A R y  2 0 1 0

http://csis.org/files/publication/100302_afghan_metrics_combined.pdf
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http://www.oss.net/dynamaster/file_archive/100105/305baaddd557da70f8a7afeaa9828ba7/2010%2d01%2d05 AfghanIntelStudy.pdf
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Matthews, Robert and Sana Majeed. “Reluctant Ally: 
Islamabad, the Pakistani Media and Public Response to 
President’s Obama’s Surge.” Oslo, Norway: Norwegian 
Peacebuilding Centre, January 2010. 5 p. http://www.
peacebuilding.no/eng/Publications/Noref-Reports2/
Reluctant-ally-Islamabad-the-Pakistani-media-and-
public-response-to-President-Obama-s-Afghan-surge 
(PDF 248 KB). “Conventional wisdom regarding the 
political and military crisis in Afghanistan contends 
that Pakistan is key to any lasting resolution of the 
conflict. When US president Barack Obama announced 
a surge of 30,000 US troops in Afghanistan, he referred 
to Pakistan’s tribal areas as the epicentre of global 
terrorism and declared that the country was ‘at the 
core’ of Washington’s new Afghanistan strategy. 
However, Pakistan and the US interpret the situation 
differently and have separate regional agendas; the 
cooperation of the Pakistani government with the new 
strategy cannot be taken for granted and its military is 
reluctant to play the role of anvil to the US hammer.” 
(Summary).

Wilner, Alex S. “Targeted Killings in Afghanistan: 
Measuring Coercion and Deterrence in 
Counterterrorism and Counterinsurgency.” In 
Studies in Conflict & Terrorism 33 (2010) p. 
307-329. “This article examines the coercive and 
deterrent utility of targeting the leaders of violent, 
non-state organizations with precision force. Building 
on the literatures on targeted killings and deterrence 
theory, this article provides a case study analysis of 
targeted killings in Afghanistan. Relying on publicly 
available and semi-private sources, the article 
presents a comparative analysis of four targeted 
killings conducted against Taliban leaders. Findings 
suggest that the eliminations degraded Taliban 
professionalism, diminished the group’s success rates, 
influenced their selection of targets, and weakened 
morale. These findings speak to the efficacy of targeted 
killings in counterterrorism and counterinsurgency and 
to their value as both counter-capability and counter-
motivation operations.” (Abstract).

Statistics
Afghanistan Statistical 
Yearbook 2008-2009. 
Kabul: Central Statistics 
Organization, 2009. 274 
p. (published in two 
volumes: Dari/English and 
Pashtu/English. This is 
the main published annual 
cumulation of government 
statistical data. It provides 
several years of statistics 
for most categories; this 
volume covers 1387. The 

new volume is available in Kabul by contacting the 
CSO: mail@cso.gov.af or +93 0 2021 04338. The cost is 
500 Afs per volume).

Water
Afghanistan: Scoping Strategic Options for 
Development of the Kabul River Basin: A Multi-
sector Decision Support System Approach: Draft 
Report (August 2008). [Kabul?]: [s.n.], 25 July 
2008. 83 p. (PDF 4.53 MB). “The objective of this 
study is to analyze the medium and long-term options 
for development of the water resources of the Kabul 
River Basin for multiple purposes including domestic 
and industrial water supply, hydropower, mining, 
irrigated agriculture and the environment. A second 
objective of this study is to assemble what is known 
about the Kabul River basin and existing and potential 
water resource development options and water uses 
and demands into a simple and readily used Decision 
Support System (DSS) that would facilitate and enable 
the joint multi-sector analysis and optimization of 
development options in the basin by the concerned 
ministries and their development partners.” (P. 1). 

King, Matthew and Benjamin Sturtewagen. “Making 
the Most of Afghanistan’s River Basins: Opportunities 
for Regional Cooperation.” New York: EastWest 
Institute, 2010. 13 p. http://www.ewi.info/making-
most-afghanistans-river-basins. “This paper reflects 
the discussions at a number of public seminars and 
private meetings during 2009 on water cooperation in 
Afghanistan and its region. These meetings, convened 
by the EastWest Institute (EWI) in Kabul, Islamabad, 
Brussels, and Paris, collected the thoughts and 
recommendations of more than one hundred experts 
and policy makers from Afghanistan, its neighbors, and 
the international community. The aim was to facilitate 
discussion that would lead to new ideas and viable 
policy options on how to improve regional cooperation 
on water between Afghanistan and its neighbors. The 
almost total absence of bilateral or regional cooperation 
on water between Afghanistan and its neighbors is 
a serious threat to sustainable development and 
security in the region. The ever-increasing demand for 

water, the unpredictable 
availability of water, 
and the inefficient 
management of water 
resources combine to form 
a complex but solvable 
challenge to regional 
security and development. 
Currently there are hardly 
any spaces in which to 
cooperatively address 
trans-boundary water 
issues. There are hardly 

Making the Most of 
Afghanistan’s River Basins
Opportunities for Regional Cooperation

By Matthew King and Benjamin Sturtewagen

www.ewi.info
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any forums for dialogue or bilateral or multilateral 
agreements, and possibilities for data sharing or 
joint action are limited. The EWI’s consultations 
made abundantly clear that the regional nature and 
importance of water cooperation is fully recognized 
by all stakeholders. However, stark differences in 
capacity, combined with contextual issues such as 
historic mistrust and competing regional security 
priorities (in particular from the international 
community), have kept stakeholders from engaging 
in a process of dialogue on water cooperation. This 
paper outlines current challenges to effective and 
sustainable cross-border cooperation on water and 
makes the following recommendations to overcome 
them.” (Executive summary). 

Women
Popalzai, Masoud, Parwin Faiz, Kate Holt and Louise 
Tunbridge. “Veil of Tears: Afghans’ Stories of Loss in 
Childbirth.” Nairobi: Integrated Regional Information 
Networks (IRIN), 2009. 60 p. http://www.irinnews.
org/pdf/Veil_of_Tears.pdf (4 MB). “‘Veil of Tears’ 
is a collection of transcribed audio testimonies from 
women, men and children, interviewed by members 
of the IRIN Radio production team 2005-2009. Their 
stories share the pain of the loss of a child, a wife, 
or a mother, in childbirth. Few families in Afghanistan 
have not been touched by this kind of experience.” 
(Back cover). 

List of New Laws Published in the Official Gazette

Official 
Gazette 

no.
Hijri Shamsi date Miladi date Law Name

966 16 Qaus 1388 6 December 2008 The Labour Law

981 31 Saur 1388 21 May 2009 Registration of Commercial Documents and Trade 
Marks

992 26 Asad 1388 17 August 2009

Amendment, Omission and Addition in some 
Articles of the Civil Servants Law.
Regulation on the Personal Affairs of Civil Servants.
Regulation on the Retirement Rights of Civil 
Servants.

993 27 Asad 1388 18 August 2009 Registration of Commercial Documents and Trade 
Marks

994 5 Sumbula 1388 27 August 2009 The Police Law

997 28 Sumbula 1388 19 September 2009 Registration of Commercial Documents and Trade 
Marks

999 30 Mizan 1388 22 October 2009 Registration of Commercial Documents and Trade 
Marks

1002 20 Aqrab 1388 11 November 2009 Law on Afghanistan Single Chamber of Commerce.

1002 20 Aqrab 1388 11 November 2009 Amendment to Article Ten of the Law on Business 
Corporations and Limited Liability Companies

1003 30 Aqrab 1388 21 November 2009 Registration of Commercial Documents and Trade 
Marks

1004 21 Qaus 1388 12 December 2009 Public Health Law

1009 30 Jadi 1388 20 November 2009 Registration of Commercial Documents and Trade 
Marks

Some translations of Afghan laws are downloadable from http://www.lexadin.nl/wlg/legis/nofr/oeur/lxweafg.htm

http://www.irinnews.org/pdf/Veil_of_Tears.pdf
http://www.irinnews.org/pdf/Veil_of_Tears.pdf

