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Afghanistan National Population Census 

In 1996, Daniel Balland wrote “The demography of 
Afghanistan is one of the least known in the world. . . . 
Even more problematic than the scarcity of statistical 
material is the reliability of what is available. Most data 
are mere estimates, subject to . . . manipulation, with 
the result that conflicting figures have often been re-
leased.” In 2002, Thomas Eighmy added that “Afgh-
anistan has never had a full scale complete population 
census.” Today there remains considerable uncertainty 
about how many people live in Afghanistan, figures vary 
widely, currently ranging from 22.1 to 31.0 million in-
habitants (see Table).  

Background 

The most comprehensive history of census activities 
in Afghanistan up to the early 1990s was written by 
Daniel Balland and appeared in volume 5 of the Encyclo-
pedia Iranica (p 152-59, www.iranica.com/newsite). His 
essay included a detailed bibliography of more than 
thirty studies and papers and is the major starting point 
for research on the history of the Afghan census. An-
other important publication was Thomas H. Eighmy’s 
Afghanistan’s Population, Inside and Out (Islamabad: 
Office of USAID Representative for Afghan Affairs, 1990).  

Both articles provide detailed discussions of problems 
in the then existing figures, particularly with regard to 
estimates of nomad population. Both authors agree that 
two sources provide foundational data: the first is the 
“sample census” and demographic survey completed in 
1974 by the Ministry of Planning, the second is the 1979 
compilation by the Central Statistics Office of the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan. These survey ex-
ercises resulted in estimates of total population, some 
demographic characteristics and population by districts.  

1974  

In the 1974 survey, demographic characteristics (age-
sex distributions, education, health, occupational break-
downs) and population totals were calculated for 27 
area-based rural strata and major and minor urban cen-
tres. This produced a total of the settled population. 
Prior to this study guesses of the size of the settled  
population had ranged from 12-19 million. The calcu-
lated total for 1974 was 10,882,753, of which slightly 
less than 15% was urban (Eighmy 2002, p. 2). 

 
1979 

The 1979 exercise was a serious attempt at scientific 
reporting of the population. The Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) completed “pre-census” activities with technical 
assistance from the UN, but spreading opposition to the 
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan prevented 
completion of the census proper. Officials and govern-
ment staff forced into service for the census were un-
easy about representing the new government in rural 
areas. Though a complete and accurate count could not 
be completed, a national total was established based on 
existing sources and preliminary tallies. The announced 
total for the sedentary population in 1979 was 
13,051,358, of which slightly more than 15% was urban 
(Encyclopedia Iranica vol.5, p. 157). According to Eighmy 
(2002, p. 2), incrementing the 1974 figures by the ob-
served annual rate of natural increase (2.4%) yielded a 
1979 figure of 12,252,890 — close enough to the 1979 
figure (within 6.5%) to confirm a measure of internal 
consistency between the two figures. 

Central Statistics Office (CSO) 
www.cso.gov.af 

21.7 (2004) 
22.1 (2005-06) 

UNICEF 
www.unvafghanistan.org/
country_profile/population.htm 

23.8 (2003) 

International Monetary Fund  
www.imf.org/external/pubs/cat/
longres.cfm?sk=19051.0 
www.imf.org/external/country/AFG 

Figures exclude  
nomads (kuchi) 
24.5 (2004-05) 
24.8 (2005-06) 

UN Population Fund (UNFPA)   
http://afghanistan.unfpa.org  

24.5 (2004) 

World Health Organisation (WHO) 
www.who.int/countries/afg/en 

29.9 (2005) 

CIA World Factbook 
https://www.cia.gov/cia/
publications/factbook/geos/af.html 

31.0 
(July 2006) 

Source Est. population  
(millions) 

Estimates of Afghanistan’s population by source 
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The Upcoming Census  

Since 2003, the CSO has been involved in pre-census 
activities as mandated by the 2002 Bonn Agreement 
(Annex III, 3, ii). With support from the United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA), the initial household listings in 
34 provinces were completed between early 2003 and 
the end of 2005. The household listings were officially 
released in August 2006 and this marked the completion 
of the first phase of the Afghanistan National Population 
Census.  

At the beginning of October 2006 a memorandum of 
understanding was signed between the CSO and the Sta-
tistical Center of Iran, based on which Iran will assist 
Afghanistan in conducting the planned population and 
housing census. 

The census proper is due to begin in 2008 and it is 
estimated that it will cost over US$50 million and re-

quire some 25,000 staff. Until it begins, the CSO is work-
ing to analyse information obtained in the pre-census 
activities, update household listings in quickly growing 
urban areas, demarcate enumeration areas, design ques-
tionnaires and train census staff. 

AREU requested information from the CSO on the 
forthcoming census and they kindly supplied the update 
below. 

The following files are currently downloadable from 
the CSO website, www.cso.gov.af:  

• Population by age group 

• 1986 Kabul City census by districts and age groups  

• Estimated Population (English and Dari) 

• Population chart (Dari) 
Also available are softcopies of the Consumer Price 

Indexes for Kabul (October 2002-February 2006) and for 
the country as a whole (December 2004-January 2006). 

Statement from CSO on the 2008 Census 

In all countries, a series of basic activities and preparations are needed before a census; sometimes such 
preparations can take several years. In Afghanistan, the planning and budgeting for the census is designed to 
be done in two phases: the household survey and the census proper. 

The first phase, the household survey, was carried out between 2002 and 2005. During this phase, a Techni-
cal Census Committee was formed within the Central Statistics Office (CSO); existing maps and cartography 
documents were checked and updated; new maps were created; lists of administrative units and villages 
were prepared; guidelines for cartographers were prepared and cartographers were trained; and, finally, 
household listings and village condition questionnaries were completed. 

The census proper, according to the plan, will be carried out in 20 days in 2008 (SY1387). To conduct it suc-
cessfully some basic functions need to be fulfilled. Since 2005, when the household survey was completed, 
the CSO has: developed staff capacities within the CSO; provided electronic tools and maps of the provinces, 
districts and villages; established a center for data processing; prepared provincial profiles from the house-
hold survey; prepared a draft census questionnaire and held meetings to collect feedback on the draft ques-
tionnaire; and created a sample framework of households and a database for collecting census data. 

In addition to these achievements, prior to the census proper the CSO will also: 

• Specify the census areas on maps 1:50,000; 

• Prepare regulations to conduct the census; 

• Draft guidelines for surveyors; and 

• Finalize census documents and review the work plan. 

In any country, conducting the census and house survey require a lot of expenses. In Afghanistan, a full cen-
sus has not yet been conducted, and the current undertaking is made more difficult by the general lack of 
capacity. There is a need for donor countries to contribute more both financially and technically to CSO to 
carry out the census successfully. The census will provide a lot of information on the population of Afghani-
stan, its distribution and economic, social and cultural characteristics, which will be useful to both national 
and international actors.  
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Province 

Total Rural Urban 

Female Male Total Female Male Total Female Male Total 

Total 10796.6 11301.3 22097.9 8487.5 8851.2 17338.7 2309.1 2450.1 4759.2 

Badakhshan 395.1 410.4 805.5 380.6 395.2 775.8 14.5 15.2 29.7 

Badghis 205.5 214.9 420.4 199.8 208.9 408.7 5.7 6.0 11.7 

Baghlan 371.7 390.8 762.5 300.0 316.5 616.5 71.7 74.3 146.0 

Balkh 524.2 548.8 1073.0 347.2 362.0 709.2 177.0 186.8 363.8 

Bamyan 187.0 192.2 379.2 181.9 187.1 369.0 5.1 5.1 10.2 

Daikondi 190.2 200.8 391.0 188.8 199.3 388.1 1.4 1.5 2.9 

Farah 208.9 219.9 428.8 194.6 204.6 399.2 14.3 15.3 29.6 

Faryab 411.5 428.9 840.4 364.0 379.8 743.8 47.5 49.1 96.6 

Ghazni 508.6 531.5 1040.1 485.3 507.1 992.4 23.3 24.4 47.7 

Ghor 286.6 299.3 585.9 283.9 296.4 580.3 2.7 2.9 5.6 

Helmand 380.6 401.5 782.1 359.9 378.8 738.7 20.7 22.7 43.4 

Herat 762.3 782.5 1544.8 567.7 581.6 1149.3 194.6 200.9 395.5 

Jawzjan 222.0 230.0 452.0 176.8 183.3 360.1 45.2 46.7 91.9 

Kabul 1485.3 1586.3 3071.6 279.4 292.4 571.8 1205.9 1293.9 2499.8 

Kandahar 482.3 507.8 990.1 328.1 344.2 672.3 154.2 163.6 317.8 

Kapisa 185.5 189.0 374.5 185.0 188.3 373.3 0.5 0.7 1.2 

Khost 237.8 249.6 487.4 233.3 244.8 478.1 4.5 4.8 9.3 

Kunar 186.4 195.5 381.9 181.1 189.8 370.9 5.3 5.7 11.0 

Kunduz 409.3 424.0 833.3 315.1 324.4 639.5 94.2 99.6 193.8 

Laghman 184.4 193.7 378.1 182.5 191.6 374.1 1.9 2.1 4.0 

Logar 163.3 169.1 332.4 159.4 165.1 324.5 3.9 4.0 7.9 

Nangarhar 616.1 645.8 1261.9 534.1 558.8 1092.9 82.0 87.0 169.0 

Nimroz 67.7 70.8 138.5 57.4 60.1 117.5 10.3 10.7 21.0 

Nuristan 61.6 64.1 125.7 61.6 64.1 125.7 ـ ـ ـ 

Paktia 228.5 239.0 467.5 218.9 229.0 447.9 9.6 10.0 19.6 

Paktika 179.7 189.4 369.1 178.7 188.2 366.9 1.0 1.2 2.2 

Panjshir 63.7 66.7 130.4 63.7 66.7 130.4 ـ ـ ـ 

Parwan 277.1 283.7 560.8 253.9 259.9 513.8 23.2 23.8 47.0 

Samangan 159.9 167.8 327.7 148.2 156.1 304.3 11.7 11.7 23.4 

Sar-i-Pul 230.7 242.0 472.7 214.0 224.2 438.2 16.7 17.8 34.5 

Takhar 405.5 422.0 827.5 354.9 369.8 724.7 50.6 52.2 102.8 

Uruzgan 144.2 153.0 297.2 140.2 148.8 289.0 4.0 4.2 8.2 

Wardak 247.9 258.4 506.3 246.7 257.2 503.9 1.2 1.2 2.4 

Zabul 125.5 132.1 257.6 120.8 127.1 247.9 4.7 5.0 9.7 

Settled population by civil division (urban and rural) and gender in 2005-06, figures in thousands 

Source: Central Statistics Office (CSO), www.cso.gov.af 
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This issue of the Afghanistan Research Newsletter is 
a combined edition, comprising the October 2006 and 
January 2007 issues. This was a necessary compromise 
resulting from the pressure that the increasing number 
of AREU publications puts on our librarians, editors and 
translators. In the future, however, we intend to return 
to our quarterly publication cycle, with the next News-
letter due out in April. 

While we continue to receive encouraging feedback 
from readers of the Newsletter, the gathering of mate-
rials to include is still labour intensive as very few insti-
tutions or individuals in Afghanistan actively dissemi-
nate their publications. We rely on well disposed col-
leagues in other organizations in Kabul and elsewhere to 
forward papers and references they come across.  

Although we try to cite only the most recently re-
leased research here, sometimes reports are released 
after a long lead time or come to our attention after 
having being released for several months; we cite the 
most important of these to make them better known. 

If you come across new papers, studies, documents, 
maps or other materials relevant to recent research on 
Afghanistan, please do not hesitate to forward them to 
us at newsletter@areu.org.af. 

The Editors 

News & Updates 

The Afghanistan Research Newsletter is a quarterly publication of the Afghanistan Research and Evaluation 
Unit (AREU). The purpose of the Newsletter is to alert readers to new research being undertaken on Afghanistan 
and to help disseminate research findings and analysis. Some of the resources cited are available on the internet; 
most books and other publications are available at the AREU library, located in the AREU office (corner of Flower 
Street and Street 2) and open to researchers Sunday to Thursday, 9am-12.30pm and 1pm-4pm. The Newsletter is 
compiled by Royce Wiles and Dr Abdul Jamil Alkozai, edited and designed by Anja Havedal, and translated by 
Ahmadullah Amarkhil and Faraidoon Shariq. If you have ideas for books or other publications or resources that 
should be included in the Newsletter, please send an email to newsletter@areu.org.af.   

AREU's mission is to conduct high-quality research that informs and influences policy and practice. AREU also 
actively promotes a culture of research and learning by strengthening analytical capacity in Afghanistan and facili-
tating reflection and debate. Fundamental to AREU’s vision is that its work should improve Afghan lives. Current 
funding for AREU is provided by the European Commission (EC), the United Nations Assistance Mission for Afghani-
stan (UNAMA), the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the World Bank, and the governments 
of Canada, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. More information and PDF files of all 
AREU publications are available at www.areu.org.af. 

AREU Resource Centre 
The growing collection now includes Afghan gov-

ernment publications from all periods as well as do-
nor and NGO materials published about Afghanistan, 
relevant publications from UN agencies, periodicals, 
maps, CDs and DVDs. Of particular note are the hold-
ings of the Official Gazette (Rasmi Jaridah) and the 
Statistical Handbook of Afghanistan.  

The collection currently has more than 6,000 
catalogued items, primarily in English, Dari and 
Pashto but also in French, German, Italian and Rus-
sian. Approximately 2,000 older items await process-
ing. The Library’s main aim is not to compete with 
international collections, but rather to gather and 
preserve relevant materials available both within 
Afghanistan and abroad for use by national and inter-
national researchers. 

The library is located in the AREU office (corner of 
Flower Street and Street 2). It is open to researchers 
Sunday to Thursday 9am-12.30pm and 1-4pm. All ma-
terials are available for use within the library, and 
photocopying is available. No materials can be bor-
rowed. To contact the library, email newslet-
ter@areu.org.af. 
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Loya Jirga in Afghanistan  

Under the working title “The history of Loya Jirga in 
Afghanistan” this PhD thesis will examine the historical 
development of the Loya Jirga, or “Grand Assembly”, as 
a political institution and its role as a decision making 
body at the national level. It aims to get a better under-
standing of this unique custom which has been institu-
tionalized since the 1964 constitution and will analyze 
the political role of the Loya Jirga on Afghanistan’s way 
to becoming a modern state. The focus will be on the 
period from the rule of King Amanullah until the Consti-
tutional Loya Jirga of 2004.  

The research follows the hypothesis that the national 
Loya Jirga, while it has been incorporated in a modern 
state, has been separated from its traditional roots and 
has become a political label used by governments of 
different ideological colours to legitimize essential po-
litical decisions.  

To verify this, the thesis will try to answer the fol-
lowing main questions:  

• How has the loya jirga developed during the 20th 
century? 

• What are the differences and/or continuities be-
tween the successive loya jirgas and their political 
surroundings since the 1920s? 

• How was the loya jirga legitimized and/or instru-
mentalized as a decision making body by different 
Afghan governments? 

• What place does the loya jirga take in earlier and 
present political discourses? 

To achieve this aim, the research is based on 1) Pri-
mary sources, such as newspapers, minutes of Loya Jir-
gas, speeches; 2) The depiction of the Loya Jirga in Af-
ghan historiography; and 3) Interviews with participants 
in former Loya Jirgas and Afghan scholars. 

The research is undertaken by Benjamin Buchholz of 
the Department for Central Asian Studies at Humboldt 
University of Berlin, Germany. The author can be con-
tacted by email at: buchholz.benjamin@web.de.  

 

Current Research 

Amu Darya Research Series 

The research project “Local governance and frag-
ile statehood: Analysis of institutional arrangements 
and development trajectories in the Amu Darya bor-
derlands” started in April 2005 and will last until Sep-
tember 2008. It is funded by the Volkswagen Institute 
and carried out by the Centrum for Development Re-
search at Bonn University, Germany.  

The aim of this research project is to identify the 
perspectives of statehood in the border region of Amu 
Darya (northeast Afghanistan, southeast Uzbekistan 
and southwest Tajikistan). The study is focused on 
the analysis of the reciprocal relationships of local 
governance and the exertion of influence on behalf of 
the state in the context of fragile statehood.  

An international research team, consisting 
of seven members, will investigate the relationships 
between formal (state-run) and informal (community 
based) institutions, focusing on the governance di-
mensions of security, jurisdiction, administration as 
well as natural resources management. In 2006, the 
Amu Darya project released three publications: 

• Village institutions in the perception of national 
and international actors in Afghanistan / Christine 
Noelle-Karimi. Bonn: Center for Development 
Research, 2006. 11 p.; 30 cm.  

• Cross-bordering water management in Central 
Asia: conflict constellations and ways to a sustain-
able resource use / Bernd Kuzmits. Bonn: Center 
for Development Research, 2006. 11 p.: col. map ; 
30 cm. (Amu Darya series ; paper no. 2). 
http://131.220.109.9/index.php?id=752.  

• Understanding local violence: security 
arrangements in Kandahar, Kunduz and Paktia 
(Afghanistan) / Conrad Schetter, Rainer Glassner, 
Masood Karokhail. Bonn: Center for Development 
Research, 2006. 15 p.; 30 cm. 

For more information on this research project, see 
http://131.220.109.9/index.php?id=751. 
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Research from Oxfam 

Trade 
Oxfam is currently in the process of writing a policy 

paper on Afghanistan’s accession to the World Trade 
Organisation. The paper will look at the threats and 
benefits to Afghanistan’s accession. In addition to the 
policy paper, Oxfam has also produced a series of fact-
sheets in Dari and Pashto with basic information about 
the WTO. These are available from the AREU Library or 
from Oxfam. For information about the policy paper or 
the factsheets please email Christian Dennys, cden-
nys@oxfam.org.uk. 

Education 
Oxfam will soon be launching a report on Financing 

Education in Afghanistan. The report will map spending 
in the sector, demonstrate how much funding will be 
needed for the education sector during the next 5 
years, and propose reforms to current budgeting mecha-
nisms. For more information please contact Basira Mo-
jaddidi at bmojaddidi@oxfam.org.uk. 

Essential Services 
Oxfam will soon be launching the South Asia Essen-

tial Services report. The report discusses how essential 
services; education, health, and water and sanitation 
can be provided across South Asia (Afghanistan, Paki-
stan, Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh and Nepal). The re-
port will be available from www.oxfam.org.uk. If you 
would like more information please contact Basira Mo-
jaddidi at bmojaddidi@oxfam.org.uk.  

 

New research institute 

Established in July 2006, the Centre for Conflict and 
Peace Studies (CAPS) is led by Mr. Hekmat Karzai, and 
has three objectives: research and analysis, training and 
education, and the capacity building of Afghan re-
searchers. Located in Kabul, Afghanistan, CAPS is an 
independent research centre that strives to conduct 
action-oriented research which will influence policy-
makers. It works diligently towards building local capac-
ity to produce conflict and threat assessments that will 
influence the safety and security of the people serving 
the governments, and international aid organizations.  

The brief articles published by CAPS so far are avail-
able at: www.caps.af. 

 

HRRAC report on civic education 

A civic education report from the Human rights Re-
search and Advocacy Consortium (HRRAC) will be 
launched in mid-January; it is available for download 
at www.afghanadvocacy.org.af.  

Justice, Violence and Human Rights in Kabul 
This doctoral research project, which specifically 

fits into the anthropology of justice, is conceived as 
an ethnographic inquiry into the juridical-legal sys-
tem. Special emphasis is on a category of social 
“actors” — judges — and the consequent setting up of 
a legal practice which will be at the core of the pre-
sent trend of the Afghan legal scenario, although that 
is upset by several problems and deep contrasts. 
Moreover, such a scenario is set against a background 
that is politically unstable and is characterized by 
different overlapping reference systems, for example, 
Islamic law (Shari’a) and the movement for human  

 
rights, the formal system to solve disputes and the 
informal one (Jirga, Shure).  

At this stage of the research, the ethnographic 
work mainly aims at looking into the answers the 
"legal machine" is giving to violence against women 
through the "participant observation" of what some 
judges are doing and the evidence given by some 
women who have been victims of violence.  

The research is being undertaken by Antonio De 
Lauri, PhD candidate in Anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Milan, Bicocca in Italy. He can be contacted by 
email at: antonio.delauri@gmail.com  
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Recent AREU Reports 

Governance 
The briefing paper Moving Forward? Public Admini-

stration Reform in Afghanistan by Sarah Lister examines  
the successes and failures of the Afghan government’s 
public administration reform programme and makes 
recommendations for its improvement.  

Livelihoods 
The synthesis report Urban Live-
lihoods in Afghanistan by Stefan 
Schütte draws out the main 
findings and recommendations 
from five case studies on urban 
poverty in Kabul, Herat, Mazar-
e-Sharif, Jalalabad and Pul-e-
Khumri. The report examines 
livelihood strategies, assets and 
crisis management over time in 

a set of households in each of these cities. It calls on 
the Afghan government to implement long-term strate-
gies for economic growth that would create more jobs 
with regular income, and draws attention to the uneven 
thrust of national assistance — focused more on pov-
erty-reduction initiatives in the rural communities — 
and the need to expand programmes to urban areas.  

Informal Credit Practices in Rural Afghanistan. Case 
Study 2: Kapisa, by Floortje Klijn, is the second of three 
case studies providing insight into how micro-credit may 
intersect with and affect informal credit practices. 

Migration 
Afghan Transnational Networks: Looking Beyond Re-

patriation, written by Alessandro Monsutti, is the final 
publication of AREU’s long-term research project look-
ing at Afghans’ transnational networks in Afghanistan, 
Iran and Pakistan.  

Natural Resources 
AREU’s three-year study “Applied Thematic Research 

into Water Management, Livestock and the Opium Econ-
omy”, which analyses current practices in water man-
agement, livestock production, land tenure, as well as 
the context and drivers of opium poppy cultivation.  
Two new case studies were released in October and 
December, respectively: 

 Livestock Production and Health by Euan Thomson 

 Opium Poppy Cultivation in Nangarhar and Ghor by 
 David Mansfield 

From the same research project, the briefing paper 
Opium Poppy Eradication: How to raise risk when there 
is nothing to lose?, by David Mansfield and Adam Pain, 
argues that eradicating opium poppy prior to establish-
ing legal alternative livelihoods for farmers does not 
contribute to the long-term elimination of Afghanistan’s 
drug crop, and risks undermining the already strained 
relationship between communities and the state.  

Political Economy and Markets 
The briefing paper Putting the Cart Before the Horse? 
Privatisation and Economic Reform in Afghanistan by 
Anna Paterson holds that, before embarking on the pri-
vatisation of enterprises that are not doing much harm 
in fiscal terms, the government should inplement struc-
tural reforms to ensure adequate investment legisla-
tion, improved security and infrastructure and stream-
lined and strengthened regulation. 

The following publications were released by AREU be-
tween July and December 2006. They may be 
downloaded from www.areu.org.af, and hard copies are 
available for free at the AREU office. To receive elec-
tronic announcements of newly released AREU publica-
tions, send an email to publications@areu.org.af.     

The fifth edition of  the A to Z 
Guide to Afghanistan Assis-
tance was released in Decem-
ber. The A to Z Guide, AREU’s 
flagship publication, aims to 
ensure a shared vocabulary and 
common understanding of the 
forces at play by providing a 
glossary of assistance terms, an 
overview of Afghanistan’s system of government, a 
series of locator maps, key primary documents, Web 
links, and an extensive contact directory. 
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Agriculture 

Agro-meteorological bulletin / Ministry of Agriculture, 
Animal Husbandry and Food (MAAHF). Issues appeared: 
2004 (March, April, May, June); 2005 (April, May, June, 
July, October, November, December); 2006 (January-
July). Copies of the issues translated into Dari are avail-
able on the Ministry of Agriculture homepage 
www.agriculture.gov.af (the English website was still 
under construction in October 2006). Copies of the Eng-
lish files are available from Mohammad Fahim Zaheer at 
the MAAHF: fahimzaheer@yahoo.com.  

Assessment and handover of market center facilities. 
Study conducted jointly by RAMP and the MAF Depart-
ment of Extension. Kabul: USAID, 2006. 53 p.; 30 cm. 
www.dec.org (enter code PN-ADG-503). 

Conference on Afghan pastoralists (kuchi): report of 
proceedings, November 15-17, 2005. Kabul, Afghanistan: 
Chemonics International, 2006. 42 p.; 30 cm. 
www.dec.org, enter order no. PN-ADG-505. 

Making poultry production projects work in Afghanistan: 
guidelines for the assessment, design, monitoring and 
evaluation of poultry production projects / FAO, 
MAAHF. Kabul: Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), 
2006. 19 p.; 30 cm. 

Archaeology and Restoration 

AKTC Newsletter. The Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC) 
has launched a newsletter to inform people about its 
work. The AREU library received issues in August and 
September 2006. For more details, see http://arch 
net.org or contact anna.soave@aktc.akdn-afg.org. See 
also http://archnet.org/library/places/one-place.tcl?pla 
ce_id=1779 for images and publications related to archi-
tectural restoration projects in Afghanistan.  

Training course manual on conservation science for ar-
chaeological objects: the conservation of archaeological 
ceramics / by Estelle Ottenwelter, Dari translator Reza 
Sharifi, editors Brendan Cassar and Mohammad Zia. Ka-
bul: UNESCO/SPACH, 2006. vi, 36 p.: col. ill., forms ; 28 
cm. In English and Dari. 

Cross-Cutting & General 

Afghanistan in 2006: a survey of the Afghan people. Ka-
bul: The Asia Foundation, 2006. 128 p.; 23 cm. Summary 
of findings available in Dari and Pashto. www.asiafound 
ation.org/pdf/AG-survey06.pdf. 

New Publications & Resources 

The Joint Coordination and Monitoring Board 
(JCMB) was established by the Afghan government 
and the international community for overall strategic 
coordination of the implementation of the Afghani-
stan Compact and the Interim Afghanistan National 
Development Strategy (ANDS). The JCMB has met 
three times so far (30 April, 30 July, 12 November 
2006). Reports of each meeting, as well as other rele-
vant documents, are available at www.ands.gov.af 
(follow JEMB menu link on the left). Among the re-
ports, the following stand out: 

Implementation of the Afghanistan Compact bench-
marks, March-August 2006. English 176 p., Dari 176 p. 
Reviews of the progress in a wide range of develop-
ment areas: rule of law, land registration, human 
rights, roads, energy etc. 

Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Af-
ghanistan, New Delhi, 18-19 November 2006: a vision 
for regional cooperation: progress since the Kabul 
Conference. English 25 p., Dari 25 p. Outline of re-
gional issues raised at the  2005 Kabul conference on 
regional economic cooperation. 

Sector summary report: Islamic Republic of Afghani-
stan, Afghanistan National Development Strategy. 
Kabul: ANDS Office, 2006. 17 p.; 30 cm. Review of 
progress made in implementing the short-term bench-
marks and the critical constraints in each sector as 
they emerged from the Consultative Group (CG) proc-
ess of the ANDS. Included is a brief survey of recent 
progress in: security, governance, infrastructure and 
natural resources, education, health, agriculture and 
rural development, social protection, economic gov-
ernance, gender, etc. 
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Afghanistan five years later: the return of the Taliban / 
Senlis Council. London: Senlis Council Afghanistan, 2006. 
xxiv, 404 p.: ill.; 30 cm. www.senliscouncil.net/
modules/publications/014_publication. 

A passage to Nuristan: exploring the mysterious Afghan 
hinterland / Nicholas Barrington, Joseph T. Kendrick, 
Reinhard Schlagintweit ; foreword by Sandy Gall. Lon-
don: I.B. Tauris, 2006. xiv, 145 p., [16] p. of plates: ill. 
(some col.), maps, ports.; 25 cm.  

Linking relief rehabilitation and development in Af-
ghanistan: a review based on a multi and cross sector 
approach / edited by Amélie Banzet et al. Kabul: Groupe 
Urgence Réhabilitation Développement (URD), 2006. 51, 
115 p.: map ; 30 cm. Contents: 1) Cross cutting issues, 
2) Urban development / by Beatrice Boyer 3) Water and 
irrigation sector / by Nicolas Rivière, 4) Agriculture sec-
tor / by Peggy Pascal, 5) Nutrition / by Domitille Kauff-
man, 5) Health sector / by Christine Bousquet, 7) Educa-
tion / by Agnes De Geoffroy. Contact: ppascal@urd.org. 

USAID’s progress in helping the people of Afghanistan / 
statement of James R. Kunder, assistant administrator 
for Asia and the Near East, before the Committee on 
Armed Services, U.S. House of Representatives, June 28, 
2006. Washington, D.C.: [USAID], 2006. 4 p.; 30 cm. 
Available at: www.dec.org (enter code PD-ACH-478). 

Economic Development 

Afghanistan competitiveness project key documents li-
brary / compiled by OTF Group. Kabul: OTF Group, 
2006. 2 v.: ill.; 30 cm. + 1 CD-ROM. This collection of 
documents contains background material on a number of 
important potential commercial developments for Af-
ghan exporters. Contents v. 1: 1) General and outreach, 
2) Training, 3) Commercial Competition Commission of 
Afghanistan (CCCA) Briefing note for the proposed Ex-
port Promotion Center of Afghanistan (EPCA), 4) Dried 
fruit and nuts. Contents v. 2: 5) Carpets, 6) Marble, 7) 
Finance for the dried fruits & nuts, marble and carpet 
clusters, 8) Trade and transit facilitation. Available at: 
www.ccca.org.af. 

ANDS economic issues and terminology: a CSANDS basic 
guide to the Afghanistan National Development Strat-
egy / Saurabh Naithani. Kabul: ACBAR, 2006. 24 p.; 30 
cm. This economic guide to the Afghanistan National 
Development Strategy (ANDS) has been released for Af-
ghan civil society organizations through the Agency Coor-

National Solidarity Programme (NSP) 

Spaces of power and participatory development in 
Afghanistan: a case study of the National Solidarity 
Programme and (un)changing political power struc-
tures in Faryab Province / Jennifer McCarthy. 47 p.: 
color maps ; 30 cm. July 2006. Unpublished disserta-
tion. This paper examines spaces of power operating 
within Afghanistan¹s National Solidarity Programme 
(NSP) and their effect on political power structures 
at the community level in Faryab province. It argues 
that gradual and complex political power shifts are 
occurring at the community level due to the re-
politicization of participatory development in the 
country through the NSP. It demonstrates that power 
is manipulated within the NSP, but further argues 
that this manipulation and control, blended with 
participatory development practices, has led to pri-
marily positive changes in local governance in 
Faryab. Contact: jennifer.mccarthy@elf.mcgill.ca.  

NSP manuals available from the UN Habitat office in 
Kabul or by email from newsletter@areu.org.af: 
CDC chairperson training manual / prepared by UN-
Habitat Afghanistan, February 2005. Kabul: UN-
Habitat, 2005. 1 v. (various pagings): forms ; 30 cm. 
CDC secretary training manual / prepared by UN-
Habitat Afghanistan, February 2005. Kabul: UN-
Habitat, 2005. 1 v. : ills., forms ; 30 cm. 
NSP Cartoon Magazine. Kabul: UN-Habitat, 2005. 5 
v.: ills ; 30 cm. 
NSP Training Manual for Core and District Trainers / 
prepared by UN-Habitat Afghanistan. Kabul: UN-
Habitat, 2005. 5 v.: ills., maps, forms ; 30 cm. 
NSP Accounting Training Manual for Core and District 
Trainers / prepared by UN-Habitat: 3rd draft, March 
2005. Kabul: UN-Habitat, 2005. 1 v. : ills., forms ; 30 
cm. 
NSP Business Planning Training Manual / prepared by 
UN-Habitat Afghanistan. Kabul: UN-Habitat, 2005. 1 
v. : forms ; 30 cm. 
NSP Project book / prepared by UN-Habitat Afghani-
stan. Kabul: UN-Habitat, 2005. 1 v. : forms ; 30 cm. 
NSP Village book / prepared by UN-Habitat Afghani-
stan. Kabul: UN-Habitat, 2005. 1 v. : forms ; 30 cm. 
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dination Body for Afghan Relief (ACBAR) in Kabul. It cov-
ers key economic terminology and major issues arising 
from the process of economic development in Afghani-
stan. The Guide is not an exhaustive list of all economic 
terms, instead the approach has been to simplify eco-
nomic definitions and themes for a wider Afghan and 
international NGO audience. Available though the main 
ACBAR website at: www.acbar.org. Contact Saurabh 
Naithani, ACBAR: saurabh@acbar.org. 

Budget documents (1382-1385). Ministry of Finance web-
site, www.af/mof/budget/index.html.  

Da Afghanistan Bank quarterly economic and statistical 
bulletin. All ten issues (1382-84, 2003-2005/06) of this 
publication from Da Afghanistan Bank are now available 
for download at: www.centralbank.gov.af/publications-
dab.asp. The latest issue (79 p.) is dated April 2006 and 
contains the following sections: Macroeconomic over-
view; Monetary policy and market operations; Financial 
sector developments; Fiscal sector developments; Exter-
nal sector developments; Special feature: currency con-
version in Afghanistan; Speeches. 

Getting infrastructure priorities right in post-conflict 
reconstruction / P.B. Anand. Helsinki, Finland: United 
Nations University and World Institute for Development 
Economics Research (WIDER), 2005. 22 p.; 30 cm. This 
paper attempts toidentify some key challenges for infra-
structure sectors in post-conflict reconstruction. Draw-
ing on evidence from evaluation studies including Af-
ghanistan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, East Timor and 
Rwanda, it identifies policy tensions and action points 
for policymaking in infrastructure sectors in post-conflict 
contexts. Contact: p.b.anand@bradford.ac.uk.  

IMF website, Afghanistan macroeconomic data. The 
website of the International Monetary Fund’s General 
Data Dissemination System now includes Afghanistan 
economic information (e.g. national accounts, consumer 
price index, government operations, central bank aggre-
gates, broad money and credit aggregates, balance of 
payments). http://dsbb.imf.org/Applications/web/
gdds/gddscountrylist/?strcode=AFG.  

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan: Letter of Intent, Memo-
randum of Economic and Financial Policies, and Techni-
cal Memorandum of Understanding / International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF). Washington, D.C.: IMF. (30 p.) 
www.imf.org/External/NP/LOI/2006/afg/051506.pdf.  

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan: selected issues and sta-
tistical appendix. Washington, D.C.: International Mone-
tary Fund, 2006. 130 p.: 30 cm. (IMF Country report no. 
06/114). This document consists of two parts. The first 
part includes three issues papers: The first paper re-
views  indicators of Afghanistan’s external competitive-
ness; the second one discusses the rebuilding of domes-
tic revenue; the third one analyzes the macroeconomic 
impact of the drug economy and the counternarcotics 
efforts. The second part of this document provides sta-
tistical information on the real, fiscal, monetary, and 
external sectors. It also contains a list of state-owned 
enterprises and an updated summary of the tax system 
as of end-December 2005. www.imf. org/external/pubs/
cat/longres.cfm?sk=19051.0.  

Mining Journal: Afghanistan. London: Mining Journal, 
2006. 11 p.; col. ill., maps ; 30 cm. This special publica-
tion of Mining Journal outlines the opportunities for 
mining in Afghanistan (metals, gemstones and other min-
erals). Downloadable from the homepage of the Afghani-
stan Geological Survey www.bgs.ac.uk/afghanminerals. 

Quarterly economic and statistical bulletin / Da Af-
ghanistan Bank, Macroeconomics and Statistical Unit, 
Monetary Policy Department. Kabul, Afghanistan: Da 
Afghanistan Bank ; 29 cm. Combined issue 1384 (2005-
06). Dated April 2006. 

Afghanistan Statistical Yearbook 1385 (2006) 

This fundamental 
source for published 
statistics from the 
Government of Af-
ghanistan, is pro-
duced annually by the 
Central Statistics Of-
fice in Kabul in Eng-

lish and Dari. The 1385 (2006) issue has just been 
printed (307 p.). To purchase a copy (US$20) contact 
Mr. Abdullah Azizi, Director of External Relations at 
the CSO in Kabul. The AREU library has the following 
issues available for researchers to consult: 1357 
(1978/79); 1360 (1981/82): 1362 (1983/84)-1374 
(1995/96); 1380 (2001/02)-1385 (2005/06). No vol-
umes were published in the period 1375-79 
(1996/97-2000/01). www.cso.gov.af.  
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Education & Children 

An overview on [the] situation of child labour in Af-
ghanistan: research report / Afghanistan Independent 
Human Rights Commission (AIHRC). Kabul: AIHRC, 2006. 
54 p.; 30 cm. www.aihrc.org.af.  

Back to school in Afghanistan: Determinants of school 
enrolment / Stephane Guimbert, Keiko Miwa, Duc Thanh 
Nguyen. 2006. 28 p.: map ; 30 cm. Unpublished draft. 
This draft paper reviews some key features of the edu-
cation system in Afghanistan. By matching household 
data and district-level school data, it assesses the im-
pact of various factors on enrolment. The analysis does 
not support the claim that further increasing supply will 
alone deliver much in terms of higher enrolment. 

Education and the role of NGOs in emergencies: Af-
ghanistan 1978-2002 / by American Institute of Research 
with Hassan Mohammad (CARE). Washington, D.C.: 
American Institutes for Research, 2006. 16 p.: ill.; 30 
cm. http://dec.usaid.gov (enter code: PNADG858). 

Free, quality education for every Afghan child / Ox-
fam International. Kabul: Oxfam International, 2006. 
32 p.; 30 cm. More than half of all Afghan children 
still do not go to school despite a five-fold increase 
in enrolment since 2001, according to this report. 
Just one in five girls receives primary education and 
one in 20 goes to secondary school. The report says 
that aid from rich countries is not being delivered 
meaning millions of children are being denied an 
education. Five million Afghan children currently at-
tend school, up from 3.1 million in 2003 and around 1 
million in 2001. www.oxfam.org/en/news/
pressreleases2006/pr061127_education.  

Learning away from home: a book about ‘Basic educa-
tion refugees’, BEFARe and other refugee and returnee 
education activities in Pakistan and Afghanistan 1980-
2005: expanded volume / Atle Hetland. Islamabad, Paki-
stan: Alhamra, 2006. 282 p.; 30 cm. The BEFARe (Basic 
Education For Afghan Refugees) organization administers 
the world’s largest and longest-running emergency edu-
cation project for refugees. Established in the mid-1980s 
and funded primarily by Germany and UNHCR, BEFARe 
has been involved in operating over 300 schools and over 
a thousand non-formal education courses for some 
20,000 participants. It has developed and produced more 
than 100 textbooks and teachers’ guides and has an ex-

tensive teacher-training programme complemented by 
regular monitoring and supervision of teachers. BEFARe 
promotes peace, health, female education and women’s 
rights. www.befare.org.  

Lessons in terror: attacks on education in Afghanistan / 
Human Rights Watch. New York: Human Rights Watch, 
2006. 126 p.: ill., map ; 30 cm. “This report examines 
the impact of insecurity on education in Afghanistan, 
especially on girls’ education. It concentrates on armed 
attacks on the education system in the south and south-
east of the country, where resurgent opposition forces, 
local warlords, and increasingly powerful criminal groups 
have committed abuses aimed at terrorizing the civilian 
population and contesting the authority of the central 
government and its foreign supporters. This confronta-
tion has stunted and, in some places, even stopped the 
development and reconstruction work so desperately 
desired and needed by local residents” (p. 4). 
www.hrw.org/reports/2006/afghanistan0706. 

Needs assessment exercise of education sector / pre-
pared by Andrew Wilder. Islamabad: CCAR-UNHCR, 
2006. 75 p.; 30 cm. This report presents the findings 
of an assessment of education needs in refugee-
affected areas of Balochistan and the Northwest 
Frontier Province in Pakistan. It is one component of 
a multi-sectoral needs assessment implemented as 
part of the Refugee Affected Areas initiative, the 
goal of which is to transition from short-term hu-
manitarian assistance projects to longer-term devel-
opment oriented programs in refugee affected areas 
of Pakistan. A specific objective of this initiative is to 
rectify the past mistake of narrowly focusing on the 
assistance needs of refugees while ignoring the tre-
mendous needs of surrounding host communities.  
Research report on child marriages in Afghanistan / Ink-
eshaf Consulting. Kabul: Inkeshaf Consulting, 2006. 18 
p.; 30 cm. The primary objective of this research study 
was to assess the attitudes among the respondents con-
cerning the issue of child marriages. The secondary ob-
jective was to asses the public awareness campaign con-
ducted by UNFPA in 2005. A total of 900 random-sample 
surveys were collected in nine provinces throughout Af-
ghanistan during the period of December 3 to 28, 2005. 

Survey report: street and working children situation 
in Torkham, Afghanistan / Terre des Hommes (TDH). 
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Kabul: TDH, 2006. 39 p.; 30 cm. This survey covered 288 
individuals ranging in age from three to seventeen years. 
It had three objectives: to obtain detailed data about 
the work of children in Torkham on the Afghanistan-
Pakistan border, to obtain detailed data about the fam-
ily situation of the children, to organize future mecha-
nism(s) of protection. Semi-structured and structured 
interviews, participant observation, daily diaries, rec-
reational activities and a review of existing documenta-
tion were used to compile information.  

Gender 

Enhancing women’s roles in the household economy: Lal 
district (Ghor province), Oxfam: final report / Groupe 
Urgence Réhabilitation Développement (URD); written 
by Peggy Pascal, Cecile Duchet, Jean-Christophe Duch-
ier. London: Oxfam, 2005. 64 p.; 30 cm. This report, 
based on visits to five villages in Hazarajat in late 2005, 
finds that many families still experience food insecurity 
and cycles of asset depletion. An income-generation 
project targeting women only did not appear to be rele-
vant, since male and female roles remain firmly en-
trenched. Instead, an integrated approach is desirable. 
Available from newsletter@areu.org.af.  

 [Papers from the] technical workshop: gender and 
criminal justice in Afghanistan, 15-16 May 2006 / 25-26 
Sawr 1385 / International Development Law Organiza-
tion (IDLO). Kabul: IDLO, 2006. 1 v.; 30 cm.  

Taking stock update: Afghan women and girls, five 
years on / Layryn Oates. London: WOMANKIND World-
wide, October 2006.36 p.; 30 cm. This research 
shows that five years after the fall of the Taliban 
regime the gains made on paper for women and girls 
are not matched in reality when you look at what is 
happening on the ground. Set in a table format 
around key women’s rights issues, this balance sheet 
draws together a wide range of research and anecdo-
tal evidence collected from national and interna-
tional sources. It aims to provide a resource for agen-
cies working on women’s rights in Afghanistan, and 
hopes to raise awareness of the current situation and 
as such call the international community to urgent 
action. www.womankind.org.uk.  

Uncounted and discounted: a secondary data research 
project on violence against women in Afghanistan /

UNIFEM Afghanistan and Julie Lafreniere. Kabul: UNIFEM, 
2006. 36 p.; 30 cm. A study of more than 1,300 cases 
reported to authorities between January 2003 and June 
2005, found that violence against women—whether sex-
ual, physical or psychological—affects all branches of 
Afghan society, regardless of the woman’s marital status 
or her level of education or employment. Available in 
English and Dari. http://afghanistan.unifem.org.  

Governance & Politics 

Afghanistan’s geo-strategic identity / Barnett R. Rubin. 
2006. 18 p.; 30 cm. Paper presented the Annual meeting 
of the American Political Science Association, Philadel-
phia, PA, September 1, 2006. “The simultaneous pres-
ence in this region of nuclear armed powers, global ter-
rorist networks, transnational criminal enterprises, and 
some of the world’s most intense poverty (Afghanistan is 
the poorest country outside sub-Saharan Africa) esca-
lates the risk of warfare. The underanalyzed effect of 
poverty and lack of productive infrastructure on the risk 
of violence and extremism again shows the link of hu-
man security to international security. But ending or 
limiting this warfare requires a political settlement of 
the border between Afghanistan and Pakistan, as well as 
of the larger borderland among the three macro-regions 
that surround these countries, in a context where the US 
and NATO remain intimately involved, though without a 
clear understanding of or strategic approach to the long-
term issues that make warfare and attractive option and 
undermine state building.” (p. 18). 

Causes of the fall of the Islamic state of Afghanistan 
under Ustad Rabbani in Kabul / Syed Allam-uddin At-
seer; translated by Sher Zaman Taizi; edited by Syed 
Fida Yunas. Peshawar, Pakistan: Area Study Centre 
(Russia, China and Central Asia), 2005. ix, 177 p.; 22 cm. 
Translated from Persian. 

Genesis of a ‘prince’: the rise of Ismail Khan in western 
Afghanistan, 1979-1992 / Antonio Giustozzi. London: 
Development Research Centre, Crisis States Programme, 
2006. 24 p.: maps ; 30 cm. www.crisisstates.com/
Publications/wp/WPseries2/wp4.2.htm. 

Islamic leftists and a void in the center: Afghanistan’s 
political parties and where they came from (1902-
2006) / Thomas Ruttig. [Kabul]: Konrad Adenauer 
Stiftung, 2006. 47 p.; 30 cm. The paper analyses the 
stream of political groupings and parties in Afghanistan, 



Afghanistan Research Newsletter 

14 

linking the description with political events and develop-
ments over the decades. Using his knowledge of both 
Dari and Pashto, the author also introduces the emerging 
Afghan literature on this subject. Thus, he provides the 
reader with an insight into the prevailing structures and 
determinants of political life in Afghanistan. Further-
more, this paper makes us aware that the history of an 
Afghanistan striving for political pluralism and democ-
racy certainly does not begin only after the fall of the 
Taliban regime five years ago. www.kas.de/proj/home/
pub/80/2/dokument_id-9674/index.html 

Pakistan: the worsening conflict in Balochistan / Inter-
national Crisis Group. Islamabad/Brussels: International 
Crisis Group (ICG), 2006. 34 p.; 30 cm. www.crisis 
group.org/home/index.cfm?l=1&id=4373.  

Profile report: Afghanistan / Security Council Report. 
New York, NY: Security Council Report, November 2006. 
26 p.; 30 cm. This report overviews the recent political 
situation in Afghanistan and in particular UN efforts. It 
includes a listing of relevant UN documents. 
www.securitycouncilreport.org. 

Public Record of Afghanistan's Loya Jirga, June 2002: 
full transcript [in Dari and Pashto]. 337 p.; 30 cm. With 
support from the International Organisation of Migration, 
IOM, IWPR reported on every stage of the Loya Jirga. 
From these recordings, a transcript has been created in 
Dari and Pashto. This transcript is in the process of being 
edited and translated in a book and CD-ROM. In the 
meantime, IWPR in conjunction with IOM is happy to 
make available in PDF format a full and un-edited tran-
script of all 70 hours of the Loya Jirga proceedings. 
www.iwpr.net.  

Resolving the Pakistan-Afghanistan stalemate / Barnett 
R. Rubin and Abubakar Siddique. Washington, D.C.: 
United States Institute of Peace (USIP), October 2006. 20 
p.: col. map; 30 cm. The Taliban and al Qaeda insurgen-
cies today are equally active in Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. The nationalist insurgency in Pakistani Baluchistan, 
which Pakistani leaders assert receives support from 
Indian agents in Afghanistan, also aggravates relations 
between the two countries. The challenges of violent 
insurgency require both countries to address their rela-
tionship, particularly as it affects the border areas. 
www.usip.org. 

The failure of a clerical proto-state: Hazarajat, 1979-
1984 / Niamatullah Ibrahimi. London: Development Re-

search Centre, Crisis States Programme, 2006. 23 p.; 30 
cm. This paper uses coalitional analysis to examine the 
Shura-ie Inqilab-i Ittifaq Islami Afghanistan (Revolution-
ary Council for the Islamic Unity of Afghanistan) as an 
attempt to build a proto-state and the implicit difficul-
ties within the context of Hazarajat and Afghanistan. 
Defining the key characteristics of a state as a polity 
having: political legitimacy, an administrative system, 
military control over its territory, a degree of service 
provision and official external recognition as a state, the 
author examines how far the Shura achieved these goals. 
The paper further examines the ideological and political 
components of the Shura, including the traditionalist 
Ulema, the radical Islamist Ulema, the khans, and the 
intelligentsia. Considering the Shura's military structure 
and diplomacy policies, he attempts to explain why it  
collapsed after five years, resulting in civil war. 
www.crisisstates.com/Publications/wp/working.htm. 

Throttled phoenix: the great betrayal in Afghanistan / 
Vanni Cappelli. 2006. Published in “New poli-
tics” (Summer 2006, p. 147-159). 

‘Tribes’ and warlords in southern Afghanistan, 1980-
2005 / Antonio Giustozzi, Noor Ullah. London: Develop-
ment Research Centre, Crisis States Programme, 2006. 
21 p.: maps ; 30 cm. The paper seeks to distinguish dif-
ferent “ideal types” within the ranks of non-ideological 
non-state actors, such as warlords and strongmen. In 
examining warlordism and the importance of the above-
mentioned distinctions in Afghanistan, the paper also 
analyses the so-called “Pashtun belt” where warlordism 
did not find a fertile ground. Throughout the years of 
jihad and civil war, few warlords emerged in this area, 
and few of those who did lasted very long. The author 
considers that the weak presence of warlords must be 
due to local factors and his paper examines the struc-
tures of tribal leadership and political influence in the 
area. www.crisisstates.com/download/wp/wpSeries2/
wp7.2.pdf. 

Village institutions in the perception of national and 
international actors in Afghanistan / Christine Noelle-
Karimi. Bonn: Center for Development Research, 2006. 
11 p.; 30 cm. “The survey shows that attributes like 
‘traditional’ and ‘customary’ applied to local bodies of 
decision making are relative terms and by no means im-
ply timelessness or immutability. Until recently, local 
patterns of representation and adjudication have been 
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strongly affected by the dynamics of war and the emer-
gence of new, gun-bearing elites. One striking phenome-
non is that village institutions do not readily fit into pat-
terns that would neatly correspond to the interest of the 
government and international agencies of establishing 
administrational linkages with the countryside.” (p. 8-9). 
http://131.220.109.9/index. php?id=752.  

Health 

Afghanistan HIV/AIDS prevention project: identification 
mission (June 24-29, 2006): aide-memoire. Kabul: World 
Bank, 2006. 9, 5, 5 p.; 30 cm.  

Aide-memoire: exploring World Bank support for the 
national HIV/AIDS program, the Islamic Republic of Af-
ghanistan, Kabul, 31 January-5 February 2006. Kabul: 
World Bank, 2006. 4, 1 p.; 30 cm.  

Involving women in Afghanistan’s community health 
committees: some lessons learned / Miho Sato. Cam-
bridge: Rural Expansion of Afghanistan’s Community-
based Healthcare Program (REACH), 2006. 16 p.; 30 cm.  

Measuring program outcomes through household sur-
veys / Omid Ameli, Paul Ickx and Sally Huber. Cam-
bridge: Rural Expansion of Afghanistan’s Community-
Based Healthcare (REACH), 2006. 25 p.; 30 cm. Survey of 
indicators of the health status of women and children, 
before REACH programmes (2004) and after (2006).  

National disability survey in Afghanistan: Understanding 
the challenge ahead, Executive Summary Report / by 
Jean-François Trani, Parul Bakhshi. Lyon, France: Handi-
cap International, 2006. xiii, 77 p.; 30 cm. The fieldwork 
for the National Disability Survey in Afghanistan (NDSA) 
was completed under extreme security situations and 
harsh conditions. This executive summary gives an over-
view of the entire research project while other findings 
will become available in supplementary chapters focus-
ing on education, health, employment and gender.  
www.handicap-international.org/uploads/media/
Understanding-the-challenge-ahead.pdf. 

Provincial survey of Nuristan / Katarina Larsson. Stock-
holm, Sweden: Swedish Committee for Afghanistan, 
2006. 2-70 p.; col. ill., maps ; 30 cm. Desk-based survey 
of information available on Nuristan, prepared by the 
SCA because it has been awarded a contract by the Min-
istry of Public Health to implement the Basic Package of 
Health Services (BPHS) in Nuristan. 

Rural Expansion of Afghanistan’s Community-based 
Healthcare (REACH) Program (electronic resource). 
[Boston]: Management Sciences for Health, 2006. 1 
computer optical disc; 12 cm. Summary: Compilation 
of over sixty REACH documents, studies, evaluation 
reports, etc. Abridged contents: 1) Transforming a 
fragile health system; 2) Expanding Services; 3) 
Strengthening Health Systems; 4) Fostering Sustain-
ability; 5) Measuring Results; 6) Other Key Project 
Documents. 

Zoonotic cutaneous Leishmaniasis, Afghanistan / Mi-
chael K. Faulde, Gerhard Heyl, and Mohammed L. 
Amirih. Published in Emerging infectious diseases  
12: 10, October 2006. www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/
vol12no10/pdfs/06-0076.pdf. 

Strengthening the Provincial Ministry of Public Health: 
impact of REACH’s capacity building initiatives / San 
San Min. Kabul: Rural Expansion of Afghanistan’s Com-
munity-based Healthcare (REACH), 2006. 48 p.; 30 cm.  

The fully functional service delivery point in Afghani-
stan: results of first six-month improvement cycle / 
report authored by Laurence Laumonier and the REACH 
FFSDP Team. Cambridge, Ma.: Rural Expansion of Af-
ghanistan’s Community-based Health Care Program 
(REACH), 2006. 36 p.: ill.; 30 cm. www.dec.org (enter 
code PN-ADF-961). 

Humanitarian Assistance 

Activity report 2002-2005 / Delegation of the European 
Commission to Afghanistan. Kabul, Afghanistan: Delega-
tion of the European Commission to Afghanistan, 2006. 
39 p.: col. ill.; 30 cm. This is the first comprehensive 
public report on the work of the European Commission 
(EC) in Afghanistan from 2002 to the end of 2005. It pro-
vides the public as well as EC partners in the Afghan 
government and in the international community, with an 
overview of Commission activities during this period.  

Afghanistan: octobre 2001-octobre 2006: 5 ans après la 
chute des Talibans, et si on parlait enfin des Afghans? / 
Action contre la Faim. Kabul: Action Contre la Faim, 
2006. 18 p.: map, ill.; 30 cm. www.reliefweb.int/rw/
rwb.nsf/db900SID/EVOD-6TSGDK?OpenDocument. 

Aid effectiveness in Afghanistan: At a crossroads / lead 
author Holly Ritchie. Kabul: Agency Coordinating Body 
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for Afghan Relief (ACBAR), November 2006. 20 p.; 30 
cm. (ACBAR briefing paper). This paper aims to highlight 
those aspects of the aid effort that require renewed 
attention by the international community and the Af-
ghan government. This paper argues that a more flexi-
ble, innovative and pragmatic response to Afghanistan’s 
current situation is now imperative for the sustainability 
of progress made to date, and to build on these efforts. 
www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/SMIN-6VYQPD?
OpenDocument.  

An assessment of the hearts and minds campaign in 
southern Afghanistan: zroona aw zehnoona / The Senlis 
Council Afghanistan. London: Senlis Afghanistan, 2006. 
ix, 151 p. : col. ill., col. maps; 30 cm. Contents: Execu-
tive summary (p. i-ii); Conclusions and recommendations 
(iii-ix); Chapter 1) We are losing the hearts and minds in 
southern Afghanistan (1-24); 2) The politics of fear: 
bombings in southern Afghanistan (25-46); 3) The starva-
tion crisis in southern Afghanistan reveals failing, dys-
functional international aid (47-68); 4) Internal refugee 
camps in southern Afghanistan are fuelling the insur-
gency (69-96); 5) Opium poppy eradication in Afghani-
stan: ill-conceived policy undermines support for Karzai 
and exacerbates poverty (97-112); 6) The Taliban’s suc-
cessful hearts and minds propaganda damning the west 
(113-132); Appendices (133-151). www.senliscouncil.net. 

Bargains for peace? Aid, conditionalities and reconstruc-
tion in Afghanistan / Jonathan Goodhand and Mark Se-
dra. The Hague: Netherlands Institute of International 
Relations, August 2006. 109 p.; 30 cm. “This study aims 
to address two core questions. Firstly to what extent 
and with what effects have donors used peace condition-
alities as a tool for peace building in Afghanistan? Sec-
ondly, in light of the above, can new strategies and ap-
proaches to peace conditionalities be identified which 
are likely to strengthen international efforts to build a 
durable peace?” (p. 1). www.clingendael.nl/cscp.  

Conditioning peace? The scope and limitations of peace 
conditionalities in Afghanistan and Sri Lanka: synthesis 
study / Jonathan Goodhand. [The Hague]: Netherlands 
Institute of International Relations, 2006. 67 p.; 30 cm. 
The study draws together two distinct though increas-
ingly overlapping areas of academic inquiry and policy 
debate. Firstly, in development circles as the discourse 
has shifted towards notions of partnership, policy condi-
tionalities are increasingly associated with “old style” 

donorship. Donors such as DFID are said to have adopted 
a “post conditionality” position, which emphasizes pol-
icy dialogue and ownership. Secondly, aid donors find 
themselves increasingly working in areas affected by 
armed conflict. In fragile state settings, characterized 
by fractured governance and competing centres of 
power, it is less clear how notions of “incentive com-
patibility”, ownership and partnership can be translated 
into practice. www.clingendael.nl/cscp. 

Humanitarian agenda 2015: Afghanistan country study / 
by Antonio Donini. Medford, Ma.: Feinstein International 
Center, June 2006. 53 p.: ill., map,; 30 cm. This study is 
part of a research program undertaken by the Feinstein 
International Center at Tufts University on “The 
Humanitarian Agenda 2015: Principles, Politics and 
Perceptions” (HA 2015). The key findings of the research 
in Afghanistan are presented under the four HA 2015 
headings: the universality of the humanitarian 
enterprise; terror and counter-terror and its impact on 
humanitarian action; coherence of political and 
humanitarian endeavors; and issues related to security 
of communities and humanitarian personnel. This is 
preceded by a brief historical background and by an 
overview of Afghans’ perceptions of the aid effort. A 
final section presents key conclusions and (policy) 
recommendations. http://fic.tufts.edu. 

Humanitarian agenda 2015: principles, power and per-
ceptions: preliminary report / prepared by Antonio 
Donini et al. Medford, Ma.: Feinstein International Cen-
ter, September 2006. 42 p.: ill., map,; 27 cm.  

National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) workshop: 
presentations and photos, 17-19 July 2006, Kabul, Af-
ghanistan / Afghan Geodesy and Cartography Head Of-
fice (AGCHO), United States Geological Service (USGS), 
Central Statistics Office (CSO). Kabul: AGCHO, USGS, 
CSO, 2006. 1 v. (various pagings) ; 30 cm. + 1 CD-ROM. 
For further details please contact USGS representative 
Fahim Zaheer at fahimzaheer@yahoo.com.  

NGOs playing for humanitarian space in the New Great 
Game: lessons from post-9/11 Afghanistan / Shannon 
Roisin. 2006. [70] p.; 30 cm. The politicisation, develop-
mentalisation and securitisation of aid, often referred to 
as ‘new humanitarianism’, has triumphed in post-9/11 
Afghanistan. The role of NGOs as neutral actors has been 
seriously undermined, not least by the NGOs themselves. 
Contact: shannon_roisin@yahoo.co.uk. 
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Voices of Afghanistan: an evaluation study / by Seema 
Patel. Washington, D.C.: Center for Strategic and Inter-
national Studies, 2005. 7 p.; 30 cm. Afghans are less 
hopeful today than they were a year ago. The state-
building mission has lost ground, and is slipping further 
into the “danger zone”. These are the initial findings 
and first impressions of Measures of Progress 2006, a 
study being conducted by the PCR Project, to evaluate 
the impact that reconstruction efforts have had on the 
average Afghan. Six Afghan interviewers conducted 
1,000 qualitative interviews over a six-week period cov-
ering thirteen provinces and the five pillars of recon-
struction: security, governance, justice, economic op-
portunity, and social well-being. www.relief web.int/
rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/TKAE-6V44GJ?OpenDocu ment and 
http://pcrproject.com/blog/2006/09/25/csis-event-
impressions-of-afghanistan. 

 

When more is less: aiding statebuilding in Afghanistan / 
Astri Suhrke. Madrid: Fundación par las Relaciones Inter-
nacionales y el Diálogo Exterior (FRIDE), 2006. 32 p.; 30 
cm. Available at www.fride.org.  

Law, Justice & Human Rights 

Establishing human rights in Afghanistan: the National 
3-year Action Plan of the Afghan Independent Human 
Rights Commission, June 2006-June 2008. Kabul, Af-
ghanistan: Afghan Independent Human Rights Commis-
sion, 2006. ca. [50 leaves] ; 30 cm. www.aihrc.org.af. 
Contents: Monitoring and investigation; Transitional jus-
tice; Human rights education; Women’s rights; Child 
rights; Advancement of disabled people’s rights. 

Organisation and jurisdiction of the newly established 
Afghan courts: the compliance of the formal system of 
justice with the Bonn agreement / Ramin Moschtaghi. 

Recently published laws 

882 (2006/1385): Registration of commercial docu-
ments and trade marks. 

883 (2006/1385): Regulation on the procedures of the 
Ministry of Economy and charter for industrial enter-
prise in prisons.  

884-92 (2006/1385): Registration of commercial docu-
ment and trade marks.  

893 (2006/1385): Decree of the President of the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan and Regulation on public fi-
nance and expenditure management. 

894 (2006/1385): Regulation on purchase and sale of 
vehicles belonging to diplomatic missions and interna-
tional organizations located within the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan and Regulation on controlling materials 
destructive to the ozone layer.  

895 (2006/1385): Registration of commercial docu-
ments and trade marks. 

896 (2006/1385): Decree of the President of Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan, suspension of Article 8 (2) of 
the regulation on educational institutions, hostels and 
the charter of Ariana Afghan Airlines. 

897-899 (2006/1385): Registration of commercial docu-
ments and trade marks. 

900 (2006/1385): Registration on distribution of resi-
dential plots to homeless teachers and Code of conduct 
for civil servants. 

Afghan laws on the Web and on DVD 
www.moj.gov.af 

The Afghanistan Rule of Law Project (AROLP) has 
uploaded the entire contents of their digital collec-
tion of the Official Gazette of Afghanistan, the 
official publication of laws and other legislative 
documents for Afghani-
stan, on the website of 
the Ministry of Jus-
tice www.moj.gov. 
af. Certain “key 
legal texts” of Af-
ghanistan (formerly 
referred to as the 
Basic Legal Texts) and 
English translations of inde- 
xes are also available. The collection is also avail-
able on a single DVD. Plans for the future include 
adding information and images from scans of origi-
nal Usulnamahs and Nizamnamahs from various 
collections in Kabul. English-language translations 
are available at www.afghanistantranslation.com. 
Material on that website is still being uploaded and 
organized, and there are hundreds of documents 
still to be uploaded. If you cannot find what you 
are looking for, please contact rremias@afghan-
istanrolp.org or mhamilton@afghanistanrolp.org.  
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2006. Published in “Max Planck yearbook of United Na-
tions law” v. 10, 2006. p. [531]-590. www.mpil.de/ww/
en/pub/research/details/publications/institute/
mpyunl.cfm  

German-Italian seminar on best practice cooperation 
between the Afghan National Police and the Saranwal, 
12-13 August 2006, Hotel Serena, Kabul. [Kabul]: [s.n.], 
2006.  31, 12 p.; 30 cm. Contents: Prosecutor-police 
coordination: the legal framework / Michael E. Hart-
mann (31 p.); Cooperation between Rule of Law organs: 
a presentation / by Yarmand (12 p.). Hardcopy only at 
AREU library. 

Presidential decree of the Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan concerning enforcement of the Labor Law of the 
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan: Official gazette #790 
(22 Rajab al-Murajjab, 1420) (01/11/1999). [38] p.; 30 
cm. Unpublished draft translation of Taliban government 
labour law (PDF). 

The case of an Afghan apostate: the right to a fair trial 
between Islamic law and human rights in the Afghan 
constitution / Mandana Knust Rassekh Afshar, 2006. Pub-
lished in “Max Planck yearbook of United Nations law” v. 
10, 2006. p. [593]-605; 30 cm. Discussion of the legal 
basis for the recent proceedings about Abdul Rahman. 

Livelihoods & Poverty 

National Risk and Vulnerability Assessment, NRVA, 2005: 
district market prices / Vulnerability Analysis Unit and 
FEWS NET. Kabul: Central Statistics Office and Ministry 
of Rural Rehabilitation and Development, 2006. 30 p.: 
col. maps; 30 cm. www.mrrd.gov.af/vau.  

Provision of technical assistance to the Ministry of Rural 
Rehabilitation and Development for further develop-
ment of a national poverty, vulnerability and food secu-
rity surveillance system, Kabul and provinces, Afghani-
stan: interim report / report submitted by the ICON 
Consortium, author Andrew Pinney et al. Kabul: Ministry 
of Rural Rehabilitation and Development, 2006. 64, 71, 4 
p.: col. map; 30 cm. www.mrrd.gov.af/vau. 

Maps 

Afghanistan: International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF), Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRTs) / pro-
duced by SITCEN Geo Branch and Public Diplomacy Divi-
sion. 6th ed. Kabul: ISAF, 2006. 1 col. map ; 21 x 30 cm. 

Scale 12 cm=100 km (E 59°34–E 76°06/N 36°39–N 27°
22). Data valid as of 31 July 2006. www.reliefweb.int/
rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/CMAS-6TRTDY?OpenDocument  

Afghanistan landcover map / RAMP GIS Unit. Kabul: 
RAMP, 2006. 1 col. map ; 30 x 42 cm. Scale 
1:15,000,000. 1.5 cm=100 km. This land cover map is 
based on interpretation of Landsat Thematic Mapper 
satellite imagery of Afghanistan, acquired in 1990 (full 
coverage) and 1993 (partial coverage). Available at 
www.dec.org (enter code PN-ADG-276). 

Afghanistan: RAMP veterinary field unit network 
[map] / RAMP GIS Unit. Kabul: Rebuilding Agricultural 
Markets Program (RAMP) Afghanistan, September 2005. 1 
map: col.; 24 x 34 cm. Scale 1:15,000,000. 1.5 cm=100 
km. Available at www.dec.org (enter code PN-ADG-278). 

Epidemiological geomatics in evaluation of mine risk 
education in Afghanistan: introducing population 
weighted raster maps / Neil Andersson and Steven 
Mitchell, 2006. Published in “International Journal of 
Health Geographics” 5:1. Accessible through 
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov (search under Afghanistan) 

Media 

The Islamist Websites Monitor, which focuses on the 
major jihadi websites, is a new initiative of the Jihad 
and Terrorism Studies Project at the Middle East Media 
Research Institute (MEMRI). MEMRI is an independent, 
non-profit organization that translates and analyzes the 
media of the Middle East. MEMRI will be regularly releas-
ing translated news, analysis, and videos from these 
websites. From October-December 2006 more than 35 
updates have been released. The report of November 17 
includes footage of attacks in Arghandab district in 
southern Afghanistan. www.memri.org/iwmp.html. 

Transnational Afghani audiences after September 11 / 
Sayed Askar Mousavi. Published in “Journal of ethnic and 
migration studies” v. 32, issue 6 (August, 2006). p. 1041-
1061; 30 cm. Study of perceptions of Afghans living 
abroad to media coverage of Afghanistan. 

Migration 

Afghan migratory strategies: an assessment of repatria-
tion and sustainable return in response to the 
“Convention Plus” / Elca Stigter. Published in “Refugee 
survey quarterly” v. 25, issue 2 (2006). p. 109-122. This 
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article aims to link the goal of sustainable return and 
the impact of aid in this regard to the wider migration 
debate in (post-) conflict countries by using Afghanistan 
as a case-study. http://rsq.oxfordjournals.org. 

Integration of returnees in the Afghan labor market: an 
empirical study / Altai Consulting. Kabul: Altai Consult-
ing, 2006. 105 p.: col. maps; 30 cm. A research survey 
for the ILO assessing the impact and integration of re-
turnees on the Afghan labour market. The survey in-
volved 25 interviewers in three major Afghan provinces 
(Kabul, Herat, Nangarhar), and used a combination of 
qualitative and quantitative tools. www.unhcr.org/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/home/opendoc.pdf?tbl=SUBSITES&page 
=SUBSITES&id=45333Ed72.  

Material and social remittances to Afghanistan / Shah 
Mahmoud Hanifi. Published in “Converting migration 
drains into gains: harnessing the resources of overseas 
professionals” / edited by C. Wescot, J. Brinkerhoff. 
Manila, Philippines: Asian Development Bank, 2006. p.; 
30 cm. p. [98]-126. “This chapter explores the potential 
volume and transfer processes of cash remittances and 
intellectual skills from diaspora in support of Afghani-
stan’s future development.” www.adb.org/Documents/
Books/Converting-Migration-Drains-Gains/default.asp.  

Networks in transition: wartime migration in 
Afghanistan / Kristian Berg Harpviken. Oslo, Norway: 
University of Oslo, 2006. 384 p.: maps; 24 cm. Bibliogra-
phy, p. 351-384. PhD thesis, University of Oslo, 2006. 
The primary ambition of this study was to contribute 
towards the development of a theoretical framework for 
understanding the role of social networks in migration, 
drawing on the multifaceted patterns of Afghan dis-
placement over the past 25 years of war while focusing 
on two contrasting communities in northwestern Af-
ghanistan. Contact: kristian@prio.no.  

Natural resources 

Afghanistan: an overview of ground water resources and 
challenges / by Vincent W. Uhl. 2 p.: map; 30 cm. 2006. 
Published in “Ground water”, v. 44, issue 5 (September–
October 2006) p. 626–627. www.blackwell-synergy.com/
doi/abs/10.1111/j.1745-6584.2006.00251.x. This two-
page overview builds on an earlier paper by the same 
author: An overview of groundwater resources and chal-
lenges / Vincent W. Uhl; assisted by M. Qasem Tahiri.  
Washington Crossing, Pa. [USA]: Uhl, Baron, Rana Associ-

ates, 2003. 39 p.: col. maps, col. ill ; 30 cm. 
www.vuawater.com/vuasite/vua.casestudies.body.html  

Afghanistan Energy Information Center. Information 
about Afghanistan’s energy resources, www.afghanener 
gyinformationcenter.org. 

Cross-bordering water management in Central Asia: con-
flict constellations and ways to a sustainable resource 
use / Bernd Kuzmits. Bonn: Center for Development 
Research, 2006. 11 p.: col. map ; 30 cm. (Amu Darya 
series ; paper no. 2). http://131.220.109.9/index.php?
id=752.  

Managing natural resource wealth / Jill Shankleman. 
Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace 
(USIP), 2006. 10 p.; 30 cm. (Stabilization and reconstruc-
tion series, no. 4). This brief report analyzes the par-
ticular challenges of stabilization and reconstruction 
missions in countries rich in hydrocarbons and minerals 
and provides lessons learned from the recent experience 
of such countries as Iraq, Sudan, Angola, Liberia and 
Afghanistan. www.usip.org/pubs/specialreports/srs/
srs4.pdf.  

Opium 

Afghanistan opium survey 2006. Kabul: UNODC, 2006. 
148 p.: map, ill.; 30 cm. and Afghanistan opium survey 
2006: executive summary. Kabul: UNODC, 2006. 30 p.: 
col. maps ; 30 cm. This year, opium cultivation in Af-
ghanistan rose to 165,000 hectares, a 59% increase over 
2005. An unprecedented 6,100 tons of opium has been 
harvested, making Afghanistan virtually the sole supplier 
of opium in the world. Revenue from the harvest will be 
over three billion dollars this year. Security and govern-
ance issues are highlighted as steps to move towards 
tackling opium production in Afghanistan. 
www.unodc.org/afg/reports_surveys.html (2006 survey 
not yet added mid-December 2006). 

Afghanistan’s drug industry: structure, functioning, dy-
namics and implications for counter-narcotics policy / 
edited by Doris Buddenberg and William A. Byrd. Kabul: 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the World 
Bank, 2006. vii, 214 p.: maps; 30 cm. This volume, a 
joint effort edited by UNODC and World Bank staff and 
including work by a number of contributors, constitutes 
a first attempt to broaden the analysis of Afghanistan's 
opium economy to encompass, in addition to the rural 
farm/household level: opium trading, price patterns and 
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pricing behavior, the drugs/informal financial transfer 
(hawala) nexus, the organized crime perspective, and 
macroeconomic dimensions. www.worldbank.org/
afghanistanopium.  

Afghanistan: narcotics and US policy / Christopher 
Blanchard. Washington, D.C.: Congressional Research 
Service, The Library of Congress, 2004, updated Septem-
ber 26, 2006. 45 p.; 30 cm.  

Exploring the roots of opium and illicit economy in Af-
ghanistan / Raphy Favre. Addis Ugebia, Addis Abeba, 
Ethiopia: AIZON, 2005. 101 p.; col. ill., col. maps ; 30 
cm. This paper from late 2005 reviews the context in 
which opium poppy and the illicit economy took root in 
Afghanistan from the early 1970s to 2005. The analysis 
builds on historical, political, military, social, and eco-
nomic data and extensive field observations by the au-
thor since 1994. The findings contradict sensationalist 
anecdotes often heard on the drug industry in Afghani-
stan which tend to be repeated by actors involved in the 
fields of counter-narcotics and alternative livelihoods. In 
particular, simplifications of the opium poppy issues by 
considering poppy production being the result of either 
greed or poverty is challenged. The paper shows that the 
illicit economy continues to provide the mainstay of the 
Afghan economy and maintaining its production system 
in place is essential for a majority of Afghans. Further, it 

explores the social and economic roles of key actors in 
the illicit economy in perpetuating the production sys-
tems, which continues to benefit a majority of Afghans. 
Finally, the paper highlights the potential risks of push-
ing too fast a strategy to get rid of the poppy and illicit 
economy in a context where many Afghans still have a 
stake in it. Author contact: raphyfavre@gmx.net. 

Mapping of alternative livelihood projects / United Na-
tions Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). [Kabul]: 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 
2005. 60 p.: col. maps ; 30 cm. This report from July 
2005 analyses existing livelihoods projects throughout 
Afghanistan and provides details of databases listing 
them and funds expended and available for them. 
www.unodc.org/afg/alternative_livlihood_2005.html. 

Security 
Afghanistan cross walk / [Karl S. Linderman]. Kabul: 
Combined Security Transition Command (Afghanistan)/
National Defense University, September 2006. 29 p.: 
maps, ill.; 21 x 30 cm. An overview of the strategy for 
reform of the Afghanistan National Police (ANP) includ-
ing rank and pay reform, recruiting, facilities etc.  

Afghanistan national police pay and rank reform / Minis-
try of Interior, Afghanistan National Police. [2006?]. 6 
p.: ill.; 30 cm. 

All along the watch tower: bringing peace to the Afghan 
Pakistan border / Peter J. Middlebrook and Sharon M. 
Miller. New York: Foreign Policy Futures, 2006. 8 p.: col. 
maps; 30 cm. The paper argues that while the Durand 
Line Agreement is no longer considered a contentious 
issue between the current de jure Afghan and Pakistan 
states, the continued existence of political discontent 
between their sub-national interest groups continues to 
usurp the rule of law and undermines the effectiveness 
of border management controls. In the absence of a le-
gally recognized and enforceable border, it is impossible 
for the international community to apportion responsi-
bility for the lack of effective state control over insur-
gency, terrorist, narcotics and smuggling.; a situation 
which must surely be unacceptable to the UN, the US 
and UK. The authors argue that the Taliban, terrorism, 
insurgency and the rise of the opium economy are mani-
festations (not causes) of historical grievances that were 
neither addressed during the signature of the Durand 
Agreement of 1839 or the Bonn Agreement of 2001. 
www.middlebrook-miller.com. 

Det var en gang en 
bokhendler i Kabul (”Once 
upon a time there was a 
bookseller in Kabul”) / Shah 
Muhammad Rais [Oslo]: N. W. 
Damm & Son, 2006. 94 p.; 22 
cm. Soon available in English. 
“You cannot stop running 
water,” Shah Muhammad Rais 
once said about The Book-
seller of Kabul, the contro-
versial and revealing book 

about Rais and his family. No matter what he does, 
Åsne Seierstad’s book remains a reality and no re-
sponse can alter that fact. Nevertheless, Rais has cho-
sen to tell his own version of the events. Once upon a 
time there was a bookseller in Kabul is a fast-paced 
playing with genres (including the fairytale and the 
novel) and represents a teasing echo of his opponent’s 
book. tone.hansen@damm.no, www.damm.no  
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Countering Afghanistan’s insurgency: no quick fixes. 
Kabul: International Crisis Group, November 2006. 34 p.: 
maps; 30 cm. Fierce battles rage in southern Afghani-
stan, insurgent attacks in the east creep towards the 
provinces surrounding Kabul and a new campaign of ter-
rorist violence targets urban centres. The country’s de-
mocratic government is not immediately threatened but 
action is needed now. This includes putting more inter-
national forces into the battle zones but insurgencies are 
never beaten by military means alone, and there are no 
quick fixes. Diplomatic pressure on Pakistan is needed, 
and the government of President Karzai must show po-
litical will to respond to internal discontent with serious 
efforts to attack corruption, work with the elected Na-
tional Assembly and extend the rule of law by ending the 
culture of impunity. Afghanistan needs a renewed, long-
term effort to build an effective, fair government that 
prov ides  rea l  secur i ty  to  i t s  people. 
www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cfm?id=4485&l=1. 

Denying terrorists safe haven in Pakistan / Lisa Curtis. 
Washington, D.C.: The Heritage Foundation, 2006. 10 p.: 
map; 30 cm. Stability in Afghanistan and in South Asia 
more generally is closely linked to the policies that Is-
lamabad pursues over the next few years, including ac-
tions that limit the Taliban’s ability to operate on Paki-
stani soil, peace efforts with neighboring India, explora-
tion of trade and investment opportunities in the region, 
and a return to democratic politics. www.heritage.org/
Research/AsiaandthePacific/bg1981.cfm 

Interagency assessment of Afghan police training and 
readiness. Washington, D.C.: US State Department and 
Department of Defense, 2006. 97 p.: maps; 30 cm. This 
97-page joint audit released by the US State Department 
and Department of Defense is the result of an assess-
ment trip evaluating strengths and weaknesses of US 
government training progammes for the Afghan National 
Police force. Between June 1-22, 2006 an eight-member 
team assessed police training programs in Kabul, Kanda-
har, Bamiyan, Jalalabad, Mazar-i Sharif, and Kunduz. 
The report states that the capabilities of the national 
police force are "far from adequate," and cites concerns 
about widespread corruption and lack of accountability. 
www.dodig.osd.mil/IGInformation/IGInformationRelea 
ses/D2006-DIP0E1-0193.pdf.  

NATO in Afghanistan: a test case for the future: draft / 
by Helle Dale. Washington, D.C.: The Heritage Founda-

tion, 2006. 8, 1 p.; 30 cm. The future of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has become inextrica-
bly linked to the future of Afghanistan. NATO, an alli-
ance created in the early days of the Cold War to defend 
the West against Soviet aggression, is actively engaged 
in assisting Afghanistan’s young democratic government 
against the resurgent Taliban. This is not only NATO’s 
first mission outside of Europe, but its largest ever op-
erational deployment. Afghanistan has now become a 
test of NATO’s ability to transform itself and adapt to 
the post-9/11 threat environment. www.heritage.org/
Research/MiddleEast/bg1985.cfm. 

Pakistan’s tribal areas: appeasing the militants. Kabul: 
International Crisis Group, December 2006. 29 p.; 30 cm. 
(ICG Asia Report 125). This report examines interlinked 
issues of governance, militancy and extremism in the 
Pashtun-majority Federally Administered Tribal Areas 
(FATA) of Pakistan. It identifies the challenges the gov-
ernment faces in wresting control of these areas and the 
stakes for the U.S. and other Western countries. 
www.crisisgroup.org. 

The cost of Iraq, Afghanistan and other Global War on 
Terror operations since 9/11 / Amy Belasco.  Washing-
ton, D.C.: Congressional Research Service, Library of 
Congress, September 2006. 36 p.; 30 cm. www.fas.org/
sgp/crs/natsec/RL33110.pdf.  

The privatizing of war and security in Afghanistan: fu-
ture or dead end? / Antonio Giustozzi. Published in “The 
economics of peace and security journal” v. 2, issue 1, 
2007. p. [29]-34; 30 cm. The use of alliances with 
strongmen’s private armies is falling out of fashion after 
a number of debacles (not only in Afghanistan but also in 
Iraq), the reliance on non-combat private security com-
panies and mercenaries remains in great favor within 
policy circles in Washington and in some other western 
capitals. For this reason, this article focuses on private 
security companies and their impact on post-Taliban 
Afghanistan, trying to establish whether they proved to 
be cost-effective, whether there have been any signifi-
cant side effects to their employment, and whether 
there is potential for their future development and de-
ployment. www.epsjournal.org.uk.  

Security sector reform in Afghanistan: the slide towards 
expediency / Mark Sedra. 2006. Published in “Interna-
tional peacekeeping” v. 13, issue 1, March 2006. p. 94-
110; 30 cm. “The outcome of Afghanistan’s security sec-
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If you know of a resource not listed here, please 
send an email to newsletter@areu.org.af.  

tor reform process will be a key element in determining 
whether Afghanistan’s path will lead to peace and sus-
tainable development, or a return to violence and depri-
vation. Although delivering a final verdict on the process 
only three years after its launch would be premature, an 
interim assessment illustrates that it has not had the 
transformative effect originally envisaged.” (p. 108). 
www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/13533312.asp. 

Afghanistan, Taliban and “the unruly border” / by Pet-
ter Bauck. 2006. 14 p.: col. ill.; 30 cm. Short essay high-
lighting the importance of: ethnic issues, resistance to 
the Soviets from 1979 onwards, the growth of the Tali-
ban from 1993 onwards, the history of the border areas 
between Afghanistan and Pakistan and, the contradic-
tory interests represented within the international com-
munity and the government of Afghanistan. pet-
ter@bauck.com.  

From Coalition to ISAF command in Afghanistan: the 
purpose and impact of the transition. Hearing before 
the Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Sen-
ate, One Hundred Ninth Congress, second session, Sep-
tember 21, 2006. Contents: 1) Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee Chairman Richard G. Lugar, opening state-
ment for Hearing on The Challenges of Security in Af-
ghanistan, September 21, 2006; 2) Statement by Senator 
Joseph R. Biden; 3) Oral statement of General James L. 
Jones, Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, before the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 21 Sep 2006; 4) Still 
ours to lose: Afghanistan on the brink: submitted as 
written testimony / Barnett R. Rubin. www.senate.gov/
~foreign/hearings/2006/hrg060921a.html. 

How the western nations gamble (or not) with the new 
freedom in Afghanistan: discussion about the develop-
ments and security measures in the battle against the 
Taleban / by Michael Clasen. Kabul: Afghan Chamber of 
Commerce, 2006. 56 p.; 30 cm.  

Provincial reconstruction teams in Afghanistan: an in-
teragency assessment / Department of State, Office of 
the Coordinator for Stabilization and Reconstruction et 
al. Washington, D.C.: USAID, 2006. 32 p.; 30 cm. http://
dec.usaid.gov (enter code PN-ADG-252). 

The call for tough arms controls: voices from Afghani-
stan / Christian Dennys and Anthea Lawson. London and 
Kabul: Oxfam International, 2006. 21 p.; 30 cm. 
www.oxfam.org/en/policy/briefingnotes/bn0601_afghan 
istan_call_for_arms_controls.  

Understanding local violence: security arrangements in 
Kandahar, Kunduz and Paktia (Afghanistan) / Conrad 
Schetter, Rainer Glassner, Masood Karokhail. Bonn: 
Center for Development Research, 2006. 15 p.; 30 cm 
(Amu Darya series, paper no. 3). “The aim of this paper 
is to show that the term ‘warlordism’ and its connoted 
perceptions are not sufficient to characterize the struc-
tures of violence in Afghanistan...the variations of secu-
rity arrangements on the local level are enormous” (p. 
2). . http://131.220.109.9/index.php?id=751. 

Urban issues 
Emergency Infrastructure Rehabilitation Program: 
eleven provincial towns’ water supply and sewerage 
project: sanitation strategy report / Beller Consult, 
Kocks Consult, Bets. Kabul: Beller Consult, Kocks Con-
sult, Bets, 2005. 52 p.; ill., plans ; 30 cm. 

Modes de subsistence des réfugiés en milieu urbain / de 
Eric Lévron. Geneva, Switzerland: United Nations Hgh 
Commissioner for Refugees, 2006. 5 v.; 30 cm. 
(EPAU/2006/03-1, 2, 3, 4, 5). Contents: 1) Note de syn-
thèse; 2) Étude de cas, Kaboul, Afghanistan; 3) Étude en 
cas Angola; 4) Étude de cas Bogota, Colombie; 5) Étude 
de cas Guinée. www.unhcr.org/epau (follow the links to 
the French language website). 

Trialog: a journal for planning and building in the Third 
World: issue 88 Afghanistan. Darmstadt: Vereinigung zur 
wissenschaftlichen Erforschung des Planens und Bauens 
in Entwicklungslāndern, 2006. 51 p.: ill., maps, ports ; 
30 cm. Contents: 1) A tale of two cities: reclaiming ur-
ban space in Kabul and Herat / Jolyon Leslie; 2) Kabul: a 
city that never was: reflections on the revitalization of 
the old city / Marcus Schadl; 3) “Für mich sind die 
Menschen ausschlaggebend”: Interview mit dem 
afghanischen Vizeminister für Stadtentwicklung und 
Wohnungsbau Dr. Qiamuddin Djallalzada / Peter Gotsch, 
Niloufar Tajeri, Kerstin Bräutigam; 4) The National 
Solidarity Program (NSP): rebuilding Afghanistan / Antje 
Wemhöner; 5) “Back on the map”: ein Erfahrungsbericht 
aus zwei Jahren Wiederaufbau in Afghanistan / Uwe 
Fitz; 6) Kabul’s migrational landscapes / Peter Gotsch; 
7) Confusion guaranteed: provincial reconstruction 
teams in Afghanistan / Rainer Glassner. 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


